THE WHITLEY AWARDS 2011
-

PRESS COVERAGE

Whitley Award Winners 2011

Rachel Graham – BELIZE *GOLD AWARD WINNER*
Winner of The Whitley Gold Award donated by WWF-UK and
The Whitley Award donated by Natasha and George Duffield

Raman Athreya – INDIA
The Whitley Award donated by The Garfield Weston Foundation

Jana Bedek – CROATIA
The Whitley Award Award donated by The Shears Foundation

Elena Bykova - UZBEKISTAN
The Whitley Award donated by The William Brake Charitable Trust

Hotlin Ompusunggu - BORNEO
The Whitley Award donated by Goldman Sachs

Igor Prokofyev - RUSSIA
The Whitley Award donated by The Shears Foundation

Luis Rivera - ARGENTINA
The Whitley Award donated by George and Natasha Duffield

Rachel Graham
BELIZE
Saving sharks: marine conservation through community outreach
and participatory research.

__________________________________________________

Winner of The Whitley Gold Award donated by
WWF-UK
and
Winner of The Whitley Award donated by
Natasha and George Duffield
__________________________________________________
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FURTHER MEDIA COVERAGE ACHIEVED

In addition to the following coverage:
TELEVISION
Rachel’s film was broadcast on:
 Belize National TV Channel 5 and 7 - 18th May 2011
Rachel was interviewed on:
 ABC Television, US – broadcast July 2011
RADIO
Rachel was interviewed on:
 BBC Radio 4’s Womans Hour – 12th May 2011
WEBSITES
Rachel’s film has been shown on many websites including:
 Youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NhSBOn1kNFg

 WittySparks.com
videos.wittysparks.com/id/2835942899

 Silobreaker.com
http://sports.silobreaker.com/rachel-t-graham-wins-top-whitley-award-
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Telegraph online showing Rachel’s film
11th May 2011
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthvideo/8507954/Rachel-T-Graham-wins-topWhitley-Award.html
18.65 million users

Rachel T Graham wins top Whitley Award
Dr Rachel T Graham has become the third woman in a row to win the Gold
Award in the annual Whitley Fund for Nature awards. The video below
describes her work…
The awards, presented by HRH The Princess Royal and backed by David Attenborough,
reward projects helping communities and projects around the world.
The WFN is an annual competition, first held in 1994. In the 18 years since the
organisation began, it has given grants worth more than £6m to support the work of
inspirational conservation leaders in 70 countries and built a network of more than 120
Whitley alumni.
Dr Rachel T Graham is the Director of the Wildlife Conservation Society’s Gulf and
Caribbean Sharks and Rays Programme.
Other Whitley Award winners and their videos:
Jana Bedek is a biologist, caver and President of the Croatian Bio-speleological Society
who is capturing local knowledge to protect both the vast limestone cave systems which
lie beneath the Dinaric Alps, stretching from Italy to Albania, and the many unusual
creatures found there and nowhere else on Earth.
Elena Bykova is Executive Secretary of the Saiga Conservation Alliance and a researcher
with the Institute of Zoology at Uzbekistan’s Academy of Sciences. She is working in the
desert-steppes between the Aral and Caspian Seas on safeguarding the criticallyendangered saiga antelope, including by restoring local pride in traditions associated with
the animal.
Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu is the Sumatran-born head of Alam Sehat Lestari (Healthy,
Nature, Everlasting) and a dentist. She is trying to sever the links between poverty, illhealth and ecological damage to the Gunung Palung National Park, in West Kalimantan,
Indonesian Borneo, by letting poor communities ‘pay’ for healthcare by becoming
guardians of the forests where gibbons and orangutans live.
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Dr Igor Prokofyev is the director of PERESVET (Grassroots Alliance) and head of biomonitoring at Bryansk University. He is inspiring communities in Western Russia to take
part in the country’s first ever conservation movement for bats and ensuring the region
remains a world-relevant haven for them, despite recent loss of habitat to urban
development.
Luis Rivera, a biology professor at Jujuy National University and the President of the
CEBio Foundation, is using colourful endangered parrots as the emblem of a campaign
to boost tourism income and rally public support for the conservation of the species-rich
Yungas forests, in Argentina and Bolivia, in the eastern shadow of the Andes.
Dr Ramana Athreya is an associate professor at the Indian Institute of Science Education
and a co-ordinator with Eco-Systems India. He is working on landscape and biodiversity
protection in India’s least populated state: Arunachal Pradesh, by forming conservation
alliances with Himalayan tribes-people.
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BBC Radio 4
Woman’s Hour
12th April 2011

Jenni will also be joined by Dr Rachel Graham from Belize who is a finalist in this
year's Whitley Gold Awards for conservation leadership. Rachel has dedicated 20
years to protecting Belize's sharks, rays and other ocean giants - a valuable ecotourism attraction but increasingly at risk from unsustainable fishing by other
countries and coastal development.
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Amandala
National Daily Newspaper online, Belize
14th May 2011
www.amandala.com

Princess presents top conservation
award to Belizean shark scientist
A marine biologist from Belize is this year’s winner of one of the world’s most
prestigious prizes for grassroots nature conservation: the Whitley Gold Award,
donated by WWF-UK.
Dr Rachel T. Graham, director of the Wildlife Conservation Society’s Gulf and
Caribbean sharks and rays programme and a member of the IUCN Shark Specialist
Group, received her prize from HRH The Princess Royal (Princess Anne) at the Royal
Geographical Society, London, during a ceremony hosted by The Whitley Fund for
Nature (WFN) – the UK-based charity behind the international awards scheme.
To accompany the title and her Whitley Gold Award 2011 trophy, Dr Graham also wins
project funding worth £60,000 GBP, including £30,000 GBP donated by Natasha and
George Duffield; membership of the influential network of past Whitley Award winners,
and professional development training.
The same ceremony also saw the presentation of Whitley Awards worth £30,000 each in
project funding to six other conservation leaders from Argentina, Croatia, India,
Indonesian Borneo, Russia and Uzbekistan.
Dr Graham’s success completes a hat-trick for women conservationists with last year’s
Gold Award having gone to Angela Maldonado of Colombia and the 2009 prize to Dr
Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka of Uganda.
In Dr Graham’s case, the award recognises her work to put in place a national action plan
for sharks and get more local people actively involved in protecting ocean wildlife and
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coastal biodiversity and so safeguard local livelihoods and Belize’s economicallyimportant tourism industry.
It also recognises Dr Graham’s efforts to reverse the rapid decline of sharks in Belizean
waters, caused mainly by over-fishing by foreign fishing fleets supplying white fish meat
to Latin America and shark fins to Asia.
Commenting on the results, WFN’s Director, Georgina Domberger, said: "The aim of the
Whitley Awards is to identify and applaud inspirational conservation leaders, and support their efforts to
make even greater use of their scientific expertise and local knowledge to deliver real and lasting benefits
for people and wildlife and the places both share.
“With Rachel, the judges were tremendously impressed by her 20 years of dedication to marine
conservation, her success in winning legal protection in Belize for whale sharks, and her innovative plans
to let schoolchildren, students, planners and decision-makers see sharks in the wild and experience
undersea Belize at first hand, so encouraging them to become advocates of the marine world.”
The prize-giving ceremony was co-hosted by the author and broadcaster John McCarthy
and witnessed by a 350-strong audience comprising embassy officials, leading life
scientists and environmentalists, corporate donors, WFN supporters and representatives
of the media.
This year, for the first time, the Whitley Gold Award 2011 is sponsored by WWF-UK to
celebrate its decade of support for the Whitley Awards, and acknowledge the golden
jubilee of WWF-UK’s formation in 1961.
Glyn Davies, the director of programmes for WWF-UK says: "In WWF's anniversary year it
is tremendous to be able to support Rachel in her efforts to protect shark populations in Belize. The
presence of these 'top predators' maintains the diversity of the entire reef ecosystem as well as maintaining
the star attractions for the tourists who visit Belize's beautiful reef."
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WWF-UK website
12th May 2011
WWF.org.uk
Whitley and WWF give top award to shark scientist
A marine biologist from Belize is this year’s winner of one of the
world’s most prestigious prizes for grassroots nature conservation: the
Whitley Gold Award, donated by WWF-UK.

Dr Rachel T Graham, director of the Wildlife
Conservation Society’s Gulf and Caribbean sharks
and rays programme, received her prize on 11 May
from HRH The Princess Royal (Princess Anne) at
the Royal Geographical Society, London, during a
ceremony hosted by The Whitley Fund for Nature
(WFN) - the UK-based charity behind the
international awards scheme.
It's the first time we've sponsored the Whitley Gold Award - a celebration of our
decade of support for the Whitley Awards and part of our 50th anniversary
activities.
To accompany the title and the Whitley Gold Award 2011 trophy, Dr Graham also wins
project funding worth £60,000, including £30,000 donated by Natasha and George
Duffield; plus membership of the influential network of past Whitley Award winners, and
professional development training.
Glyn Davies, WWF-UK's director of programmes, says: "In WWF's anniversary year it is
tremendous to be able to support Rachel in her efforts to protect shark populations in
Belize. The presence of these 'top predators' maintains the diversity of the entire reef
ecosystem as well as maintaining the star attractions for the tourists who visit Belize's
beautiful reef."
Belize’s sharks are in rapid decline, largely because of overfishing by nonBelizean fishing fleets - to meet the demand for white fish meat in Honduras and
Guatemala, and to supply shark fins to Asia.
WFN’s Director, Georgina Domberger, says: "The judges were tremendously impressed
by Rachel's 20 years of dedication to shark conservation, her success in winning legal
protection for whale sharks in Belizean waters, and her innovative plans to let
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schoolchildren, students, planners and decision-makers see sharks in the wild and
experience undersea Belize at first hand, so encouraging them to become advocates of
the marine world.”
The same ceremony also saw the presentation of Whitley Awards worth £30,000 each in
project funding to six other conservation leaders from Argentina, Croatia, India,
Indonesian Borneo, Russia and Uzbekistan.
The prize-giving ceremony was co-hosted by the author and broadcaster John McCarthy
and witnessed by a 350-strong audience comprising embassy officials, leading life
scientists and environmentalists, corporate donors, WFN supporters and representatives
of the media.
Dr Graham’s success completes a hat-trick for women conservationists, with last year’s
Gold Award having gone to Angela Maldonado of Colombia and the 2009 prize to Dr
Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka of Uganda.
The Whitley Awards scheme is an annual competition, first held in 1994. In the 18 years
since the scheme began, it has given grants worth more than £6m to support the work of
inspirational conservation leaders in 70 countries and built a network of more than 120
Whitley alumni. To learn more about the charity, its donors and past winners, please see
www.whitleyaward.org.
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Sport Diver Magazine
June 2011
http://www.sportdiver.co.uk/News/Latest-News/Conservationist-of-the-year-named
Circulation: 32,000 per month

Conservationist of the Year named

A marine biologist has won the Whitley Gold Award for her conservation work with
sharks in Belize.
Dr Rachel T Graham, director of the Wildlife Conservation Society’s Gulf and Caribbean
sharks and rays programme and a member of the IUCN Shark Specialist Group, received
her prize from HRH the Princess Royal (Princess Anne) at the Royal Geographical
Society, London.
The award, which was donated by WWF-UK, is regarded as one of the most prestigious
prizes for grassroots nature conservation.
To accompany the title and her Whitley Gold Award 2011 trophy, Dr Graham also won
project funding worth £60,000.
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The same ceremony also saw the presentation of Whitley Awards worth £30,000 each in
project funding to six other conservation leaders from Argentina, Croatia, India,
Indonesian Borneo, Russia and Uzbekistan.
Commenting on the results, WFN’s Director, Georgina Domberger, said: "The aim of
the Whitley Awards is to identify and applaud inspirational conservation leaders, and
support their efforts to make even greater use of their scientific expertise and local
knowledge to deliver real and lasting benefits for people and wildlife and the places both
share.
“With Rachel, the judges were tremendously impressed by her 20 years of dedication to
marine conservation, her success in winning legal protection in Belize for whale sharks,
and her innovative plans to let schoolchildren, students, planners and decision-makers
see sharks in the wild and experience undersea Belize at first hand, so encouraging them
to become advocates of the marine world.”
For more information about both Rachel’s and other winners’ work, visit
www.whitleyaward.org
And check out the below video about Rachel’s work narrated by none other than Sir
David Attenborough.
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Wildlife Conservation Society website
13th May 2011
www.wcs.org

WCS’s Dr. Rachel T. Graham Wins the Whitley Gold Award

A WCS marine biologist from Belize has taken the gold in one of the world’s most prestigious
awards ceremonies for grassroots nature conservation.
Dr Rachel T. Graham, director of WCS’s Gulf and Caribbean sharks and rays program and a member of
the IUCN Shark Specialist Group, received the Whitley Gold Award from HRH The Princess Royal
(Princess Anne) at the Royal Geographical Society, London. The Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN), a UKbased charity, hosts this annual ceremony. As part of the award, which includes project funding, Dr.
Graham will receive professional development training.
The same ceremony also saw the presentation of Whitley Awards to six other conservation leaders from
Argentina, Croatia, India, Indonesian Borneo, Russia and Uzbekistan.
With last year’s Gold Award having gone to Angela Maldonado of Colombia and the 2009 prize to Dr.
Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka of Uganda, Dr. Graham is the third women conservationist in as many years to
win the top Whitley prize. The award recognizes her work to implement a national action plan for sharks
and get more local people actively involved in protecting ocean wildlife and coastal biodiversity,
contributing to the protection of local livelihoods and Belize’s economically important tourism industry.
It also honors Dr. Graham’s efforts to reverse the rapid decline of sharks in Belizean waters, caused
mainly by overfishing by foreign fishing fleets supplying white fish meat to Latin America and shark fins
to Asia.
"Belize’s marine life has a tireless champion in Rachel Graham,” said Steven Sanderson, WCS President
and CEO. “Her 20 years of conservation work is turning the tide for sharks and drawing needed attention
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to protect these magnificent marine predators.”
John Robinson, WCS Executive Vice President for Conservation and Science, said, “Rachel is a huge
asset to WCS’s conservation efforts to protect marine ecosystems around the world. Her work benefits
one of the most pristine marine regions in the Western Hemisphere.”
The 2011 Whitley ceremony was co-hosted by author and broadcaster John McCarthy and witnessed by
an audience of 350 people, comprising embassy officials, leading life scientists and environmentalists,
corporate donors, WFN supporters and members of the media. In the 18 years since the Whitley Awards
began, the group has given grants worth more than £6m (approximately $9.7 million) to support the work
of inspirational conservation leaders in 70 countries and built a network of more than 120 Whitley
alumni.
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IUCN website
May 2011
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/species/publications___technical_
documents/publications/species_e/_ssc_species_e_bulletin_may_2011.cfm

News from the IUCN Species Survival Commission and the IUCN Species Programme
May 2011
ANNOUNCEMENTS
2011 Whitley Awards: SSC Members honoured
The 2011 Whitley Gold Award was presented to Shark Specialist Group member Rachel
Graham for her work on Saving sharks: marine conservation through community
outreach and participatory research, Belize. More info (website page) Antelope
Specialist Group member Elena Bykova was also honoured for her work - Community
action for disappearing Saiga Antelopes of the Ustyurt Plateau, Uzbekistan. More info
(website page)
Our congratulations to both Rachel and Elena for their outstanding work.

16

Roots and Reef
Belize Newsletter
15th June 2011
www.pcsdbelize.org

Way to Go, Rachel!
Most everybody who works in tourism or fishes for a living knows Dr. Rachel Graham
through her initial whale shark research that led to the declaration of the Gladden Spit
Marine Reserve and was used to draft Belize‟s whale shark tourism regulations. Rachel
also conducted Placencia‟s very first whale shark tour guide training program in February
and March 2001 and has conducted many whale shark training programs since way back
then.
Well, great news – for Rachel‟s research on sharks and rays, she recently won the
Gold Whitley Award for 2011, one of the most prestigious in the world for grassroots
nature conservation. The award was presented to Rachel by the Princess
Royal (Princess Anne) at the Royal Geographical Society in London on 12 May 2011.
Some of Rachel‟s most current work in Belize focuses on adult and childhood education
about sharks and rays. For example, to help Belize children understand
the role of sharks and rays as critical parts of a healthy marine environment, Rachel and
artist, Marc Dando, have developed a series of cartoon characters, one of which is shown
above. (More of Marc Dando‟s work as a wildlife illustrator can be found at
www.wildlifeillustrator.com )
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Older students and adults can find a lot of good information from Rachel and her
colleagues about sharks on the Shark Project Website at http://belizesharks.org/,
sponsored by the Wildlife Conservation Society. For example, did you know that eating
too much shark or king mackerel can cause depression, memory loss and seriously affect
brain development of babies while still in the womb? It can, and toxic mercury that
accumulates in their bodies in the reason.
In fact, the United States Food and Drug Agency says that pregnant women should not
eat any shark or king mackerel at all because of the risk of mercury to unborn children.

And, still more information associated with Rachel‟s work with sharks and rays can
be found on the Shark Project‟s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/Belizesharks
and at www.wildlifetracking.org, a Website which allows people all over the world
to track the location of two Belize whale sharks named Caracol and Palacio.
Plus, the Gold Whitney Award doesn‟t just honor Rachel‟s work with sharks and
rays, it also provides her with funding to continue her research – a very good thing
since there’s still so much to learn about how sharks and rays help in keeping our
fishing grounds productive – not to mention the impact they have on our marine
tourism.
So, congratulations Rachel – great job!
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Care2.com
http://www.care2.com/news/member/213931729/2805247

WCS's Dr. Rachel T. Graham Wins the Whitley Gold Award

A WCS marine biologist from Belize has taken the gold in one of the world’s most
prestigious awards ceremonies for grassroots nature conservation.
Dr Rachel T. Graham, director of WCS’s Gulf and Caribbean sharks and rays program
and a member of the IUCN Shark Specialist Group, received the Whitley Gold Award
from HRH The Princess Royal (Princess Anne) at the Royal Geographical Society,
London. The Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN), a UK-based charity, hosts this annual
ceremony. As part of the award, which includes project funding, Dr. Graham will receive
professional development training.
The same ceremony also saw the presentation of Whitley Awards to six other
conservation leaders from Argentina, Croatia, India, Indonesian Borneo, Russia and
Uzbekistan.
With last year’s Gold Award having gone to Angela Maldonado of Colombia and the
2009 prize to Dr. Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka of Uganda, Dr. Graham is the third women
conservationist in as many years to win the top Whitley prize. The award recognizes her
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work to implement a national action plan for sharks and get more local people actively
involved in protecting ocean wildlife and coastal biodiversity, contributing to the
protection of local livelihoods and Belize’s economically important tourism industry.
It also honors Dr. Graham’s efforts to reverse the rapid decline of sharks in Belizean
waters, caused mainly by overfishing by foreign fishing fleets supplying white fish meat to
Latin America and shark fins to Asia.
Commenting on the results, WFN’s Director, Georgina Domberger, said: "The judges
were tremendously impressed by [Dr. Graham’s] 20 years of dedication to marine
conservation, her success in winning legal protection in Belize for whale sharks, and her
innovative plans to let schoolchildren, students, planners and decision-makers see sharks
in the wild and experience undersea Belize at first hand, so encouraging them to become
advocates of the marine world.”
The Whitley ceremony was co-hosted by the author and broadcaster John McCarthy and
witnessed by an audience of 350 people, comprising embassy officials, leading life
scientists and environmentalists, corporate donors, WFN supporters and members of the
media.

20

Belize Shark Project website
17th May 2011
http://belizesharks.org/2011/05/whitley-2011/
BELIZE SHARK PROJECT

Whitley Gold Award 2011 Recipient
BELIZE SHARK PROJECT’S RACHEL GRAHAM REWARDED
The Whitley Fund for Nature is a UK based charity offering awards and grants to
outstanding nature conservationists around the world. The Belize Shark Project is beyond
thrilled for the wonderful support they showed for our conservation efforts in Belize by
awarding this year’s Whitley Gold Award to Rachel Graham.

Rachel Graham receiving the 2011 Whitley Award
donated by WWF-UK from Her Royal Highness The
Princess Royal, Princess Anne at the 2011 Whitley
Awards, London, May 11th, 2011

The award recognizes her work to put in place a national action plan for sharks and get
more local people actively involved in protecting ocean wildlife and coastal biodiversity
and so safeguard local livelihoods and Belize’s economically-important tourism industry.
It also recognizes Dr Graham’s efforts to reverse the rapid decline of sharks in Belizean
waters, caused mainly by over-fishing by foreign fishing fleets supplying white fish meat
to Latin America and shark fins to Asia.
The ceremony took place at London’s Royal Geographical Society where six other
conservation leaders from Argentina, Croatia, India, Indonesian Borneo, Russia and
Uzbekistan were presented with funding for projects in their particular field.
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Chaacreek.com
Belize travel Blog
10th June 2011
http://www.chaacreek.com/belize-travel-blog/2011/06/belize-whale-shark-friendhonoured/

Belize Whale Shark friend honoured
Sapodilla Tom, Belize’s beautiful gentle giant better known as the whale shark and as the
world’s largest fish, can sleep easier knowing that one of its main admirers and protectors
has been honoured by the Royal Family with a prestigious award that provides an
impressive amount of funding.
Dr Rachel Graham, one of Belize’s more
enthusiastic environmental heroes, was
awarded the Whitley Gold Award by Her
Royal Highness Princess Anne at the
Royal Geographic Society in London.
The Gold Award, supported by Sir David
Attenborough and sponsored by the
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) carries a
£60,000 grant; money Dr Graham said will
go towards furthering her conservation
work including the protection of sharks and rays in Belize’s Caribbean waters.
Dr Graham has dedicated 20 years of her life to saving endangered species like the whale
shark and is well known in Belize for her work in educating people that sharks and rays
should not be feared, but rather respected for their important role in the environment,
especially Belize’s Barrier Reef, an incredibly rich but also fragile ecosystem. She has
worked tirelessly and successfully to win legal protection for whale sharks.
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Sir David Attenborough, highlighting Dr Graham’s work with fishermen and
schoolchildren in Belize, said that due to her efforts, “Sharks are now being seen as
valuable friends rather than fearsome enemies”.
The Whitley is an annual award that, according to Georgina Domberger, Director of the
Whitley Fund for Nature, seeks to “identify and applaud inspirational conservation
leaders, and support their efforts to make even greater use of their scientific expertise and
local knowledge to deliver real and lasting benefits for people and wildlife and the places
both share.”
The award has been running for 18 years and has given grants worth more than £6m to
support the work of conservation leaders in 70 countries.
Here at Chaa Creek we applaud Dr Graham’s work, and the WWF for acknowledging it.
In our rainforest-to-reef approach towards highlighting the rich biodiversity and fragile
interdependency of Belize for our guests, we have come to realise how important Belize’s
grass roots environmentalists are in educating the world, and especially Belizeans, about
the need for genuine respect and conservation of all parts of our natural environment –
even those creatures sometimes regarded as being scary.
So from the management and staff of the Lodge at Chaa Creek, congratulations, Dr
Rachael Graham and please keep up your wonderful work in Belize.
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Out and About in Notting Hill
20th May 2011
http://www.pavlovadiaries.co.uk/?p=4602
Whitley Award for shark research

The winners of the Whitley Awards 2011 were announced last week at the Royal
Geographical Society. Seven awards, worth £30,000 each, and were presented to
conservation leaders from Croatia, Uzbekistan, India, Argentina, Indonesia, Russia and
Belize. The Ceremony was hosted by Broadcaster John McCarthy and winners were
presented with their Whitley Awards by WFN Patron HRH The Princess Royal. The
evening’s main prize, the Whitley Gold Award donated by WWF-UK, was won by Rachel
Graham of Belize for her work to conserve the country’s threatened shark populations,
crucial for healthy reef ecosystems and tourism. The local charity is supporting wildlife
research scientists around the world, and if you want to support it or find out more go to
www.whitleyaward.org.
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Ramana Athreya
INDIA
Forging alliances with Himalayan tribal communities for wildlife
sanctuary management, Arunachal Pradesh, India.

________________________________________________________

Winner of The Whitley Award donated by
The Friends of the Whitley Fund for Nature
________________________________________________________
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FURTHER MEDIA COVERAGE ACHIEVED
In addition to the following coverage:

WEBSITES
Ramana’s film has been shown on many websites including
 Youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NhSBOn1kNFg

 WittySparks.com
videos.wittysparks.com/id/2835942899

 Silobreaker.com
http://sports.silobreaker.com/ramana-athreya-11_61649723

 Dailymotion.com
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xj2xma_landscape-and-biodiversityprotection-india_animals

 India everyday
http://www.indiaeveryday.in/video/u/dwalliswfn.htm
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Telegraph Newspaper on line showing Ramana’s Film
11th May 2011
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthvideo/8507688/Dr-Ramana-Athreya-winsWhitley-Award.html
18.65 million users

Dr Ramana Athreya wins Whitley Award
Dr Ramana Athreya has become one of seven winners of this year's Whitley
Fund for Nature awards. The video below describes his work.
The awards, presented by HRH The Princess Royal and backed by David Attenborough,
reward projects helping communities and projects around the world.
The WFN is an annual competition, first held in 1994. In the 18 years since the
organisation began, it has given grants worth more than £6m to support the work of
inspirational conservation leaders in 70 countries and built a network of more than 120
Whitley alumni.
Dr Ramana Athreya is an associate professor at the Indian Institute of Science Education
and a co-ordinator with Eco-Systems India.
Other Whitley Award winners and their videos:
Dr Rachel T Graham, winner of the Gold prize, is the Director of the Wildlife
Conservation Society’s Gulf and Caribbean Sharks and Rays Programme. The
programme is protecting Belize’s sharks, rays and other ocean giants - a valuable ecotourism attraction but increasingly imperilled by local misconceptions and unsustainable
fishing by other countries.
Jana Bedek is a biologist, caver and President of the Croatian Bio-speleological Society
who is capturing local knowledge to protect both the vast limestone cave systems which
lie beneath the Dinaric Alps, stretching from Italy to Albania, and the many unusual
creatures found there and nowhere else on Earth.
Elena Bykova is Executive Secretary of the Saiga Conservation Alliance and a researcher
with the Institute of Zoology at Uzbekistan’s Academy of Sciences. She is working in the
desert-steppes between the Aral and Caspian Seas on safeguarding the criticallyendangered saiga antelope, including by restoring local pride in traditions associated with
the animal.
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Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu is the Sumatran-born head of Alam Sehat Lestari (Healthy,
Nature, Everlasting) and a dentist. She is trying to sever the links between poverty, illhealth and ecological damage to the Gunung Palung National Park, in West Kalimantan,
Indonesian Borneo, by letting poor communities ‘pay’ for healthcare by becoming
guardians of the forests where gibbons and orangutans live.
Dr Igor Prokofyev is the director of PERESVET (Grassroots Alliance) and head of biomonitoring at Bryansk University. He is inspiring communities in Western Russia to take
part in the country’s first ever conservation movement for bats and ensuring the region
remains a world-relevant haven for them, despite recent loss of habitat to urban
development.
Luis Rivera, a biology professor at Jujuy National University and the President of the
CEBio Foundation, is using colourful endangered parrots as the emblem of a campaign
to boost tourism income and rally public support for the conservation of the species-rich
Yungas forests, in Argentina and Bolivia, in the eastern shadow of the Andes.
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Indian Express.com
National Daily Newspaper, India
17th May 2011
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/whitley-award-for-iiser-professor/790661/
Newspaper circulation: 1.8 million

Whitley Award for IISER professor
For his efforts to protect the scenic, wildlife and cultural diversity of Arunachal Pradesh,
Ramana Athreya, associate professor Indian Institute of Science Education and Research
(IISER), Pune, has been honoured with Whitley Award, one of the world’s top prizes for
grassroots nature conservation. He got the awards at Royal Geographic Society in
London Thursday.
The prize includes a project grant of £30,000, donated by the Friends of the Whitley
Fund for Nature (WFN). It recognises Athreya’s work with Eco-Systems India to unite
Arunachal Pradesh’s culturally diverse communities, forestry staff and government
officials to work together to safeguard the state’s scenic beauty and wildlife.
The top honour — the £60,000 Whitley Gold Award — went to marine biologist Rachel
Graham of Belize, for her work to protect sharks and coastal biodiversity and safeguard
livelihood and food security of Belize’s fishing communities and its economicallyimportant tourism industry
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The Times of India.com
National Daily Newspaper, Pune edition
18th May 2011
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2011-0518/pune/29555779_1_conservation-iiser-wildlife
Newspaper circulation: 13.8 million

IISER scientist receives international honour
PUNE: Ramana Athreya, a scientist from the city-based Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research (IISER), has received international acclaim for his efforts to
protect the wildlife and cultural diversity of Arunachal Pradesh.
Athreya received the Whitley award — the world's top honour for grassroots nature
conservation — at a ceremony in London last week.
The award recognises Athreya's efforts in uniting Arunachal Pradesh's culturally diverse
communities, forestry staff and government officials in conservation alliances to work
together to safeguard the state's scenic beauty and wildlife riches, as well as in creating
new and sustainable economic opportunities for local people.
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The Telegraph.com
Daily Newspaper, Calcutta
23rd April 2011
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1110424/jsp/northeast/story_13892877.jsp

Scientist shortlisted for award on wildlife
Ramana Athreya, an associate professor at the Indian Institute of Science Education in
Pune, who has been working on conservation of wildlife in Arunachal Pradesh for several
years, has been shortlisted for the United Kingdom’s biggest and the most respected
wildlife conservation prize.
Athreya, who is credited with discovering bugun liocichla, a rare species of birds at Eagle’s
Nest wildlife sanctuary spread over West and East Kameng districts in Arunachal
Pradesh, is among the seven men and women from Argentina, Belize, Borneo, Croatia,
Russia and Uzbekistan shortlisted for the award.
Each of the finalists will now face an interview with a panel of experts in London in May
after which the judges will select the winner for 2011 for the £60,000 Whitley Gold
Award.
Talking to The Telegraph over phone from Pune, Athreya, who is preparing for his visit
to London next month for the interview, said it would be a great news for Arunachal
Pradesh if he wins the award.
“I have been working in Arunachal Pradesh since 2003 and helping various tribes in that
state to work for conservation of wildlife. I visit Arunachal Pradesh at least four times a
year,” he said.
Athreya, who has been working with the NGO Eco-System India based in Guwahati,
said the NGO has also helped a few local people near the Eagle’s Nest wildlife sanctuary,
to set up a resort for tourists near Bomdila in Arunachal Pradesh.
“A large number of tourists visit this resort and the local people have found a way of
earning. The basic idea is to make the people learn to live with nature without causing
damage,” Athreya said.

32

A graduate of IIT Kanpur and an ardent bird watcher, Athreya had gone to Eagle’s Nest
wildlife sanctuary for a short holiday in 1995 and fell in love with the land of the snowlit
mountains with its rich biodiversity.
He decided to do something in Arunachal Pradesh and joined Eco-System India.
But it was more than a decade later that he spotted a cuddly new bird on May 23, 2006
while working with the NGO.
“The bird has shades of red, black, flaming orange, yellow, brown, olive, grey, white,
flesh pink and silver which are deftly interwoven into a matrix,” Athreya said.
He said the bird looked remotely like the emei shan liocichla, which is known to be found
only in a few mountains in central China, more than 1,000 km from Eagle’s Nest.
Athreya’s discovery had been described as the most sensational ornithological discovery
in India for more than half a century.
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Arunachal News.com
Arunachal Pradesh website
22nd April 2011
http://arunachalnews.com/arunachal-finds-its-name-in-britain-whitley-gold-award2011.html

Arunachal finds its name in Britain – Whitley Gold Award 2011
ITANAGAR, Apr 22: The state of Arunachal Pradesh find its name in Britain as the
quest to find the next winner of the UK’s biggest and best- respected wildlife
conservation prize entered its final stages today in London, when the Whitley Fund for
Nature announced the shortlist for its Whitley Gold Award 2011. The list shows that
seven men and women – from Argentina, Belize, Borneo, Croatia, India, Russia and
Uzbekistan – remain in the running for the British charity’s top accolade, and a share in
project grants worth a total £230,000. Each of the finalists now faces an interview with a
panel of experts in London in May, after which the judges will select the 2011 winner of
the £60,000 Whitley Gold Award and confer other Whitley Awards worth £30,000 each.
For state of Arunachal this is a proud moment too as the nomine from India Dr Ramana
Athreya is associated with projects to save wildlife in the state.
Dr Ramana Athreya, a 43 year old associate professor at the Indian Institute of Science
Education in Pune and the co-ordinator of Eco-Systems India is one of the finalists. Dr
Ramana has been working for landscape and biodiversity protection in India’s
northernmost and least populated state Arunachal Pradesh, by forming conservation
alliances with Himalayan tribes-people. He is credited for discovering Bugun Liocichla , a
rare species of bird at Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary spread over West and East Kameng.
Ramana first saw the liocichla at Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary, in the year 1995, but it was
more than a decade later that he sighted it again at the same place, whilst carrying out the
Eaglenest Biodiversity Project. The only bird that looks remotely like it is the Emei Shan
Liocichla, which is found in few mountains of central China, more than 1,000 km away
from Eaglenest. During the time when he was studying to be astronomer Dr Ramana
visited Arunachal on a holiday and fell in love with the beauty of this state. Since then he
has visited many times and is working towards saving rich biodiversity.
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Wordpress.com
22nd May 2011
http://nazran91.wordpress.com/astronomy/astronomers/145-2/ramana-athreya/

LAST BREATH

Ramana Athreya
Ramana Athreya is a birdwatcher and an astronomer at the Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research. In 2006, he described a new species of bird, the Bugun
Liocichla from the Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary in western Arunachal Pradesh, Northeast India. This discovery has been described by Birdlife as the most sensational
ornithological discovery in India for more than half a century.He was awarded the
Pakshishree award in 2009 for this discovery by the Government of Rajastan. In May
2011, he was conferred the Whitley Award, one of seven awardees in the year for his
work on conservation and involving communities in Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary.
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One news page.in
Indian website
19th May 2011
http://www.onenewspage.in/news/Asia-Pacific/20110513/22263104/Whitley-Awardfor-IISER-professor.htm
Whitley Award for IISER professor
For his efforts to protect the scenic, wildlife and cultural diversity of Arunachal Pradesh,
Ramana Athreya, associate professor Indian Institute of Science Education and Research
(IISER), Pune, has been honoured with Whitley Award, one of the world’s top prizes for
grassroots nature conservation. He got the awards at Royal Geographic Society in
London Thursday.
The prize includes a project grant of £30,000, donated by the Friends of the Whitley
Fund for Nature (WFN). It recognises Athreya’s work with Eco-Systems India to unite
Arunachal Pradesh’s culturally diverse communities, forestry staff and government
officials to work together to safeguard the state’s scenic beauty and wildlife.
The top honour — the £60,000 Whitley Gold Award — went to marine biologist Rachel
Graham of Belize, for her work to protect sharks and coastal biodiversity and safeguard
livelihood and food security of Belize’s fishing communities and its economicallyimportant tourism industry.
Commenting on Dr Athreya’s success, WFN director Georgina Domberger, said, “The
aim of the awards is to identify and applaud inspirational conservation leaders, and give
them new funds and skills to enable them to make even greater use of their scientific
expertise."
Domberger said in Ramana’s case, the judges were particularly impressed by his
commitment to involve Arunachal Pradesh tribes-people in safeguarding and celebrating
the glorious abundance of rare and special wildlife on their doorstep, and ensure that they
share in the substantial yet sustainable economic benefits such an approach to nature
conservation makes possible.”
L S Shashidhara, head, department of Biology, IISER, Pune, said, "Athreya's award is a
huge motivation for all the students as well as the faculty. His area of work, i.e.
biodiversity consertvation is an area that is not ventured into by many. He is a trained
radio-astronomy physicist and he began this work as a hobby, but now with all the
institutional support he has taken it up as very serious business."
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Schema-root.org
Indian website
17th May 2011
http://schema-root.org/region/asia/south_asia/india/states/arunachal_pradesh/

Whitley Award for IISER professor
For his efforts to protect the scenic, wildlife and cultural diversity of Arunachal Pradesh,
Ramana Athreya, associate professor Indian Institute of Science Education and Research
(IISER), Pune, has been honoured with Whitley Award, one of the world’s top prizes for
grassroots nature conservation. He got the awards at Royal Geographic Society in
London Thursday.
The prize includes a project grant of £30,000, donated by the Friends of the Whitley
Fund for Nature (WFN). It recognises Athreya’s work with Eco-Systems India to unite
Arunachal Pradesh’s culturally diverse communities, forestry staff and government
officials to work together to safeguard the state’s scenic beauty and wildlife.
The top honour — the £60,000 Whitley Gold Award — went to marine biologist Rachel
Graham of Belize, for her work to protect sharks and coastal biodiversity and safeguard
livelihood and food security of Belize’s fishing communities and its economicallyimportant tourism industry.
Commenting on Dr Athreya’s success, WFN director Georgina Domberger, said, “The
aim of the awards is to identify and applaud inspirational conservation leaders, and give
them new funds and skills to enable them to make even greater use of their scientific
expertise."
Domberger said in Ramana’s case, the judges were particularly impressed by his
commitment to involve Arunachal Pradesh tribes-people in safeguarding and celebrating
the glorious abundance of rare and special wildlife on their doorstep, and ensure that they
share in the substantial yet sustainable economic benefits such an approach to nature
conservation makes possible.”
L S Shashidhara, head, department of Biology, IISER, Pune, said, "Athreya's award is a
huge motivation for all the students as well as the faculty. His area of work, i.e.
biodiversity consertvation is an area that is not ventured into by many. He is a trained
radio-astronomy physicist and he began this work as a hobby, but now with all the
institutional support he has taken it up as very serious business."
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Jana Bedek
CROATIA
Subterranean conservation of the lost cave systems of the Dinaric
Arc, Croatia

______________________________________________

Winner of The Whitley Award donated by
The Shears Foundation
______________________________________________
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FURTHER MEDIA COVERAGE ACHIEVED
In addition to the following coverage:
BBC TELEVISION
 BBC Radio 4 Costing the Earth visited Jana in Croatia in July 2011
The programme featuring Jana was broadcast on 31st August and 1st September
 BBC 2 Newsnight broadcasted the film made in Croatia featuring Jana on 31st
August

TELEVISION
Jana was interviewed on:
 Croatian National TV for Mosaic show “Dobro Jutro Hrvatska” – 15th June (8
mins)
 Croatian National TV for scientific show “Znanstvena Petica” broadcast in Sept
 Local TV “TV4 rijeke" in the nature protection show - 17th of June (1 hour)
RADIO
Jana was interviewed on:
 Zagreb Radio station “Sljeme” – 7th July (10mins)
WEBSITES
Jana’s film has been shown on many websites including:
 Youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NhSBOn1kNFg

 WittySparks.com
videos.wittysparks.com/id/2835942899
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Telegraph Newspaper on line showing Jana’s Film
11th May 2011
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthvideo/8507933/Jana-Bedek-wins-WhitleyAward.html
18.65 million users

Jana Bedek wins Whitley Award
Jana Bedek has become one of seven winners of this year's Whitley Fund for
Nature awards. The video below describes her work
The awards, presented by HRH The Princess Royal and backed by David Attenborough,
reward projects helping communities and projects around the world.
The WFN is an annual competition, first held in 1994. In the 18 years since the
organisation began, it has given grants worth more than £6m to support the work of
inspirational conservation leaders in 70 countries and built a network of more than 120
Whitley alumni.
Jana Bedek is a biologist, caver and President of the Croatian Bio-speleological Society.
Other Whitley Award winners and their videos:
Dr Rachel T Graham, winner of the Gold prize, is the Director of the Wildlife
Conservation Society’s Gulf and Caribbean Sharks and Rays Programme. The
programme is protecting Belize’s sharks, rays and other ocean giants - a valuable ecotourism attraction but increasingly imperilled by local misconceptions and unsustainable
fishing by other countries.
Elena Bykova is Executive Secretary of the Saiga Conservation Alliance and a researcher
with the Institute of Zoology at Uzbekistan’s Academy of Sciences. She is working in the
desert-steppes between the Aral and Caspian Seas on safeguarding the criticallyendangered saiga antelope, including by restoring local pride in traditions associated with
the animal.
Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu is the Sumatran-born head of Alam Sehat Lestari (Healthy,
Nature, Everlasting) and a dentist. She is trying to sever the links between poverty, illhealth and ecological damage to the Gunung Palung National Park, in West Kalimantan,
Indonesian Borneo, by letting poor communities ‘pay’ for healthcare by becoming
guardians of the forests where gibbons and orangutans live.
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Dr Igor Prokofyev is the director of PERESVET (Grassroots Alliance) and head of biomonitoring at Bryansk University. He is inspiring communities in Western Russia to take
part in the country’s first ever conservation movement for bats and ensuring the region
remains a world-relevant haven for them, despite recent loss of habitat to urban
development.
Luis Rivera, a biology professor at Jujuy National University and the President of the
CEBio Foundation, is using colourful endangered parrots as the emblem of a campaign
to boost tourism income and rally public support for the conservation of the species-rich
Yungas forests, in Argentina and Bolivia, in the eastern shadow of the Andes.
Dr Ramana Athreya is an associate professor at the Indian Institiute of Science
Education and a co-ordinator with Eco-Systems India. He is working on landscape and
biodiversity protection in India’s least populated state: Arunachal Pradesh, by forming
conservation alliances with Himalayan tribes-people
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BBC Radio 4
Costing the Earth
31st August 2011

Deep beneath southern Europe there stretches a 500 kilometre long subterranean world.
Underground rivers and vast caverns are home to unique and unusual species like the
blind salamander and the freshwater sponge. Barely explored, the caves of Italy, Slovenia,
Croatia, Bosnia and Albania are facing up to a rash of environmental threats.
In Costing the Earth Tom Heap will be joining caver and Whitley Award-winning
biologist, Jana Bedek to explore the caves, spot the wildlife and witness the destruction.
Waste dumping and agricultural pollution are damaging waterways all through the cave
system but it's in Croatia that some of the toughest challenges exist. Preparing for
European Union membership the country is pushing ahead with the development of
highways and hydro-electric plants. The construction is threatening some of the most
valuable wildlife sites on the continent but the damage is invisible to most local people
and all but the most adventurous of visitors.
Is damage unavoidable in the rush to join the EU or does Croatia risk losing its natural
foundations?
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RELATED LINKS






Jana Bedek, winner of a Whitley Award 2011 (www.whitleyaward.org)
Ministry of Culture, Croatia (www.min-kulture.hr)
Postojna Caves, Slovenia (www.postojnska-jama.si)
The European Commission in Croatia (ec.europa.eu)
The State Institute for Nature Protection, Croatia (www.dzzp.hr)

DUBROVNIK

A cave high above the ancient city is likely to be damaged by a proposed hydro-electric
scheme.
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CAVE DIVER BRANKO JALZIC

Branko is one of the founders of the Croatian Biospeleological Society.

A CAVE MOUTH NEAR OGULIN, CROATIA
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PREPARING TO DIVE FOR FRESHWATER CAVE SPONGE
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BBC2 Newsnight
31st August 2011
Audience: 1.3 million
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Danas.net.hr (translated)
Croatian website (one of the most important)
1st June 2011
http://danas.net.hr/znanost/page/2011/06/01/0800006.html

BRAVO!

Jana Bedek - Winner of the Whitley Award donated by The Shears Foundation
Dedicated to the research and protection of cave sites beneath the Croatian Dinarides,
Biospeleological Society (CBSS) won the British Foundation Whitley Fund for Nature
Award of 30,000 pounds.
The Ceremony was held at the Royal Geographical Society, and the award was given to
the project leader Jana Bedek, handed personally to her by The Princess Royal (Princess
Anne).
The project was presented in a film lasting two minutes, with the narrator Sir David
Attenborough.
Dinarides are recognized worldwide as a biodiversity hot spot of cave fauna, and some of
the most valuable caves are certainly typical cave sites. These are the caves were first
discovered specimens of animals on which it was created scientific description of the
species. Unfortunately, they are often threatened by a number of adverse human
activities.
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The group of experts from the CBSS and the team of scientists from neighboring
countries began in 2011. It was a year long research project. In the coming years they
will work just to develop a list of type localities, a list of species described from them and
on their research and development of a database that will facilitate their protection and
ensure the survival of cave species.
This project is a continuation of the upgrading project carried out in Croatia by members
of the CBSS and the decade of the research on typical sites Croatian cave. Some of the
most valuable results of this project are the publication of the Catalogue of type localities
of cave fauna, Croatian (Catalogue of Cave Type Localities of Croatian fauna) in the
scientific journal Nature Croatica 2006th The publication of the first volume of Atlas of
cave fauna typical sites of Croatian.
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Vecernji List
National Daily Newspaper, Croatia (2nd largest)
17th July 2011

Readership: 562,400
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UK.mvp.hr (translated)
Croatian Embassy Website
22nd May 2011

Croatian biologist and speleologist, Jana Bedek, winner of the prestigious British award
for nature conservation receives "The Whitley Award," from Princess Anne
In a competition with 130 other young scientists, the project using cave type localities in the
Dinaride, a special way of exploring underground fauna of the Dinaric karst - the richest and
most unique in the world for biodiversity - was awarded 30,000 pounds.
The resulting funds will be invested in the project implementation which will be included in
making scientific database specific and endemic species of the whole Dinaric karst, the
establishment of a research team of colleagues in neighboring countries - Italy, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Slovenia and Montenegro, and drawing up action plans to protect vulnerable sites.
The "Whitley Award" scheme was first held in 1994. The funds are awarded to young talented
scientists with knowledge and ability to contribute to the conservation and protection of nature
and Ms. Bedek is Europe's fourth, to win this prestigious award.
The Award Ceremony was also attended by Croatian Ambassador to London, Ph.D. Ivica
Tomić.
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Croatian Speleological Society website
23rd May 2011
http://www.speleologija.hr/hrv/index.htmlx.html

News
Jana Bedek received a Whitley Award 2011.
HRH The Princess Royal (Princess Anne) on 11 May 2011 presented one of the
worlds top prizes for grassroots nature conservation – a Whitley Award – to Jana
Bedek, a biologist and caver from Croatia, for her work to explore, study and raise
public awareness of the wildlife-rich caverns, tunnels, rivers and lakes which lie beneath
the Dinarides mountains.
Jana Bedek, the president of the Croatian Biospeleological Society (CBSS), received
her prize during a ceremony at the Royal Geographical Society, London, hosted by The
Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) – the UK-based charity behind the international
awards scheme.
The award includes a project grant of L30,000 for the project Subterranean conservation
of the lost cave systems of the Dinaric Arc- donated by The Shears Foundation, an
engraved trophy, membership of the influential network of past Whitley Award winners,
international recognition and professional development training. Within this project by
specific karstic features, known as Cave type localities, key sites can be legally protected
as shelters for highly endemic and endangered fauna, helping in turn to establish long
term protection for entire underground landscapes.
It recognises Jana Bedek’s efforts to increase scientific and public knowledge of the rare
and unusual underground habitats and species of the Dinaric Alps, and their economic
potential, and her plans to expand the project to the other areas of karst found between
Italy and Albania. The team's work underground can be dangerous, bu there are also
many challenges above ground. An essential part of the project is the capturing of the
local knowledge to help locate cave entrances. Jana worries about this: " One of my fears is
that we will not be able to locate some of the very important caves that were mentioned in ancient
literature. Since there are today very few people remaining in some rural places we are losing sociel memory
and have failed to find some caves, even with their help!";
The evening’s top honour - the L60,000 Whitley Gold Award – went to marine biologist
Dr Rachel Graham, of Belize, for her work to protect Belize’s sharks and coastal
biodiversity and so safeguard local livelihoods and Belize’s economically-important
tourism industry. In addition, Her Royal Highness presented other Whitley Awards worth
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L30,000 each to conservation leaders from Argentina, India, Indonesian Borneo, Russia
and Uzbekistan.
Commenting on Jana Bedek’s success, Georgina Domberger, Director of the Whitley
Fund for Nature, said: "The aim of the Whitley Awards is to identify and applaud inspirational
conservation leaders, and give them new funds and skills to enable them to make even greater use of their
scientific expertise and local knowledge to deliver real and lasting benefits for people and wildlife and the
places both share. In Jana’s case, the judges were particularly impressed by her courageous efforts to
improve our understanding of this very special but highly hazardous subterranean world – a refuge for an
extraordinary range of extraordinary creatures, some of them so rare they are found nowhere else on
Earth.”
The ceremony at which Jana Bedek received her accolade was co-hosted by the author
and broadcaster John McCarthy and witnessed by a 350-strong audience which included
embassy officials, Whitley Fund for Nature donors, including HBSC and WWF-UK, and
many leading environmentalists.
The Whitley Awards scheme is an annual competition, first held in 1994. In the 18 years
since the scheme began, it has given grants worth more than L6m to support the work of
inspirational conservation leaders in 70 countries and built a network of more than 120
Whitley alumni.
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Croatia Exclusive Magazine online
May 2011
http://www.croatiaexclusive.com/News/tabid/61/ID/491/Croatian-biologist-and-caveexplorer-wins-Whitley-Award.aspx

Croatian biologist and cave explorer wins Whitley Award

Jana Bedek, a biologist and cave explorer from Croatia, has won one of the world’s top
prizes for grassroots nature conservation, the Whitley Award, for her work to explore,
study and raise public awareness of the wildlife-rich caverns, tunnels, rivers and lakes
which lie beneath the Dinarides mountains.
Bedek, the president of the Croatian Bio-speleological Society (CBSS), received her prize
from HRH The Princess Royal (Princess Anne) at the Royal Geographical Society,
London, during a ceremony at the Royal Geographical Society, London, hosted by The
Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) – the UK-based charity behind the international awards
scheme.
The award includes a project grant of £30,000 - donated by The Shears Foundation, an
engraved trophy, membership of the influential network of past Whitley Award winners,
international recognition and professional development training.
It recognises Jana Bedek’s efforts to increase scientific and public knowledge of the rare
and unusual underground habitats and species of the Dinaric Alps, and their economic
potential, and her plans to expand the project to the other areas of karst found between
Italy and Albania
The evening’s top honour - the £60,000 Whitley Gold Award – went to marine biologist
Dr Rachel Graham, of Belize, for her work to protect Belize’s sharks and coastal
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biodiversity and so safeguard local livelihoods and Belize’s economically-important
tourism industry.
In addition, Her Royal Highness presented other Whitley Awards worth £30,000 each to
conservation leaders from Argentina, India, Indonesian Borneo, Russia and Uzbekistan.
Commenting on Jana Bedek’s success, Georgina Domberger, Director of the Whitley
Fund for Nature, said: "The aim of the Whitley Awards is to identify and applaud
inspirational conservation leaders, and give them new funds and skills to enable them to
make even greater use of their scientific expertise and local knowledge to deliver real and
lasting benefits for people and wildlife and the places both share.
“In Jana’s case, the judges were particularly impressed by her courageous efforts to
improve our understanding of this very special but highly hazardous subterranean world
– a refuge for an extraordinary range of extraordinary creatures, some of them so rare
they are found nowhere else on Earth.”
The ceremony at which Jana Bedek received her accolade was co-hosted by the author
and broadcaster John McCarthy and witnessed by a 350-strong audience which included
embassy officials, Whitley Fund for Nature donors, including HBSC and WWF-UK, and
many leading environmentalists.
The Whitley Awards scheme is an annual competition, first held in 1994. In the 18 years
since the scheme began, it has given grants worth more than £6m to support the work of
inspirational conservation leaders in 70 countries and built a network of more than 120
Whitley alumni. To learn more about the charity, its donors and past winners, please see:
www.whitleyaward.org

60

uk.mvp.hr/InfoPopup (translated)
12th May 2011
http://uk.mvp.hr/InfoPopup.aspx?mv=90&pr=t&id=12389

Croatian biologist and speleologist, Jana Bedek, winner of the prestigious British award
for nature conservation receives "The Whitley Award," from Princess Anne
In a competition with 130 other young scientists, the project using Cave type localities in the
Dinaride, a special way of exploring underground fauna of the Dinaric karst - the richest and
most unique in the world for biodiversity - was awarded 30,000 pounds.
The resulting funds will be invested in the project implementation which will be included in
making scientific database specific and endemic species of the whole Dinaric karst, the
establishment of a research team of colleagues in neighboring countries - Italy, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Slovenia and Montenegro, and drawing up action plans to protect vulnerable sites.
The "Whitley Award" scheme was first held in 1994. The funds are awarded to young talented
scientists with knowledge and ability to contribute to the conservation and protection of nature
and Ms. Bedek is Europe's fourth, to win this prestigious award.
The Award Ceremony was also attended by Croatian Ambassador to London, Ph.D. Ivica
Tomić.
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Elena Bykova
UZBEKISTAN

Community action for disappearing Saiga Antelopes of the Ustyurt
Plateau, Uzbekistan.
________________________________________________________

Winner of The Whitley Award donated by
The Scottish Friends of the Whitley Fund for Nature
________________________________________________________
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FURTHER MEDIA COVERAGE ACHIEVED
In addition to the following coverage:
TELEVISION
Elena was interviewed on:
 Uzbek National Television News “Axborot” on May 15th

WEBSITES
Elena’s film has been shown on many websites including:
 Youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NhSBOn1kNFg

 Channels.com
http://www.channels.com/episodes/show/14469281/Landscape-andBiodiversity-Protection-

 India everyday
http://www.indiaeveryday.in/video/u/dwalliswfn.htm

 WittySparks.com
videos.wittysparks.com/id/2835942899
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Telegraph online showing Elena’s Film
11th May 2011
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthvideo/8507903/Elena-Bykova-wins-WhitleyAward.html
18.65 million users

Elena Bykova wins Whitley Award

Elena Bykova has become one of seven winners of this year's Whitley Fund for
Nature awards. The video below describes her work.
The awards, presented by HRH The Princess Royal and backed by David Attenborough,
reward projects helping communities and projects around the world.
The WFN is an annual competition, first held in 1994. In the 18 years since the
organisation began, it has given grants worth more than £6m to support the work of
inspirational conservation leaders in 70 countries and built a network of more than 120
Whitley alumni.
Elena Bykova is Executive Secretary of the Saiga Conservation Alliance and a researcher
with the Institute of Zoology at Uzbekistan’s Academy of Sciences.
Other Whitley Award winners and their videos:
Dr Rachel T Graham, winner of the Gold prize, is the Director of the Wildlife
Conservation Society’s Gulf and Caribbean Sharks and Rays Programme. The
programme is protecting Belize’s sharks, rays and other ocean giants - a valuable ecotourism attraction but increasingly imperilled by local misconceptions and unsustainable
fishing by other countries.
Jana Bedek is a biologist, caver and President of the Croatian Bio-speleological Society
who is capturing local knowledge to protect both the vast limestone cave systems which
lie beneath the Dinaric Alps, stretching from Italy to Albania, and the many unusual
creatures found there and nowhere else on Earth.
Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu is the Sumatran-born head of Alam Sehat Lestari (Healthy,
Nature, Everlasting) and a dentist. She is trying to sever the links between poverty, illhealth and ecological damage to the Gunung Palung National Park, in West Kalimantan,
Indonesian Borneo, by letting poor communities ‘pay’ for healthcare by becoming
guardians of the forests where gibbons and orangutans live.
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Dr Igor Prokofyev is the director of PERESVET (Grassroots Alliance) and head of biomonitoring at Bryansk University. He is inspiring communities in Western Russia to take
part in the country’s first ever conservation movement for bats and ensuring the region
remains a world-relevant haven for them, despite recent loss of habitat to urban
development.
Luis Rivera, a biology professor at Jujuy National University and the President of the
CEBio Foundation, is using colourful endangered parrots as the emblem of a campaign
to boost tourism income and rally public support for the conservation of the species-rich
Yungas forests, in Argentina and Bolivia, in the eastern shadow of the Andes.
Dr Ramana Athreya is an associate professor at the Indian Institute of Science Education
and a co-ordinator with Eco-Systems India. He is working on landscape and biodiversity
protection in India’s least populated state: Arunachal Pradesh, by forming conservation
alliances with Himalayan tribes-people.
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Wildlife Conservation Network website
13th May 2011
http://wildlifeconservationnetwork.org/wildlife/saiga.html

Princess presents top conservation accolade to Uzbek saiga champion
LONDON, UK: 11 MAY 2011 - HRH The Princess Royal (Princess Anne) tonight
presented one of the world’s top prizes for grassroots nature conservation – a Whitley
Award – to Elena Bykova, of Uzbekistan, for her success in persuading former hunters to
support a campaign to save the saiga antelope - an icon of the desert-steppe - which has
seen its numbers fall by 95% in just 10 years.
Short project film narrated by Sir David Attenborough

Elena Bykova, a researcher for Uzbekistan’s Institute of Zoology and the executive
secretary of the international Saiga Conservation Alliance, received her prize during a
ceremony at the Royal Geographical Society, London, hosted by The Whitley Fund for
Nature (WFN) – the UK-based charity behind the international awards scheme.
Her Whitley Award includes a project grant of £30,000 - donated by the Scottish Friends
of the WFN - an engraved trophy, membership of the influential network of past Whitley
Award winners, international recognition and development training.
The prize recognises Elena Bykova’s work to involve the people of the Ustyurt Plateau in
halting the decline of Uzbekistan’s saiga populations, including by renewing local interest
in its place in desert-steppe traditions and by getting former hunters to swap their guns
for GPS recorders so that they can help to monitor where the surviving herds travel and
graze.
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The evening’s top honour - the £60,000 Whitley Gold Award – went to marine biologist
Dr Rachel Graham, of Belize, for her work to protect Belize’s sharks and coastal
biodiversity and so safeguard local livelihoods and Belize’s economically important
tourism industry.
In addition, Her Royal Highness presented other Whitley Awards worth £30,000 each to
conservation leaders from Argentina, Croatia, India, Indonesia and Russia. Commenting
on Elena Bykova’s success, Georgina Domberger, Director of the Whitley Fund for
Nature, said: "The aim of the Whitley Awards is to identify and applaud inspirational conservation
leaders, and give them new funds and skills to enable them to make even greater use of their scientific
expertise and local knowledge to deliver real and lasting benefits for people and wildlife and the places
both share.
“In the case of Elena, the judges were particularly impressed by her recognition that saiga conservation
will only succeed if it is supported by local people and that they need to be reassured that healthy saiga
herds are better for them, their environment, local culture and the economy than over-hunting , to meet the
demand for horns and body parts from the Traditional Chinese Medicine trade.”
The ceremony at which Elena Bykova received her accolade was co-hosted by the author
and broadcaster John McCarthy and witnessed by a 350-strong audience which included
embassy officials, Whitley Fund for Nature donors, including HSBC and WWF-UK, and
leading environmentalists.
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Saigak.biodiversity.ru
16th May 2011
http://saigak.biodiversity.ru/news/2011_0516.html

Princess presents top conservation accolade to Uzbek saiga champion
London, UK: 11 MAY 2011 - HRH The Princess Royal (Princess Anne) tonight
presented one of the world’s top prizes for grassroots nature conservation – a
Whitley Award – to Elena Bykova, of Uzbekistan, for her success in persuading
former hunters to support a campaign
to save the saiga antelope - an icon of
the desert-steppe - which has seen its
numbers fall by 95% in just 10 years.
Elena Bykova, a researcher for
Uzbekistan’s Institute of Zoology and
the executive secretary of the
international
Saiga
Conservation
Alliance, received her prize during a
ceremony at the Royal Geographical
Society, London, hosted by The
Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) – the
UK-based
charity
behind
the
international awards scheme.
Her Whitley Award includes a project grant of £30,000 - donated by the Scottish
Friends of the WFN - an engraved trophy, membership of the influential network
of past Whitley Award winners, international recognition and development
training.
The prize recognises Elena Bykova’s work to involve the people of the Ustyurt
Plateau in halting the decline of Uzbekistan’s saiga populations, including by
renewing local interest in its place in desert-steppe traditions and by getting former
hunters to swap their guns for GPS recorders so that they can help to monitor
where the surviving herds travel and graze.
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The evening’s top honour – the £60,000 Whitley Gold Award – went to marine
biologist Dr Rachel Graham, of Belize, for her work to protect Belize’s sharks and
coastal biodiversity and so safeguard local livelihoods and Belize’s economically
important tourism industry.
In addition, Her Royal Highness presented other Whitley Awards worth £30,000
each to conservation leaders from Argentina, Croatia, India, Indonesia and Russia.
Commenting on Elena Bykova’s success, Georgina Domberger, Director of the
Whitley Fund for Nature, said: "The aim of the Whitley Awards is to identify and applaud
inspirational conservation leaders, and give them new funds and skills to enable them to make
even greater use of their scientific expertise and local knowledge to deliver real and lasting benefits
for people and wildlife and the places both share".
“In the case of Elena, the judges were particularly impressed by her recognition that saiga
conservation will only succeed if it is supported by local people and that they need to be reassured
that healthy saiga herds are better for them, their environment, local culture and the economy than
over-hunting , to meet the demand for horns and body parts from the Traditional Chinese
Medicine trade.”
The ceremony at which Elena Bykova received her accolade was co-hosted by the
author and broadcaster John McCarthy and witnessed by a 350-strong audience
which included embassy officials, Whitley Fund for Nature donors, including
HSBC and WWF-UK, and leading environmentalists.
The Whitley Awards scheme is an annual competition, first held in 1994. In the 18
years since the scheme began, it has given grants worth more than Ј6m to support
the work of inspirational conservation leaders in 70 countries and built a network
of more than 120 Whitley alumni. To learn more about the charity, its donors and
past winners, please see: www.whitleyaward.org.
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Fauna & Flora International website
9th May 2011
http://www.fauna-flora.org/news/fauna-flora-international-in-country-partner-selectedas-whitley-award-finalist/

Fauna & Flora International in-country partner selected as Whitley Award Finalist
Uzbek conservationist Elena Bykova honoured for her work with the saiga antelope
Elena Bykova from the Institute of Zoology in Tashkent has been nominated as a finalist
in the prestigious Whitley Awards for her work in saiga conservation in Uzbekistan.
Elena Bykova has been an in-country partner of Fauna &Flora International (FFI) since
2004 and has provided invaluable experience and on-the-ground support to FFI’s saiga
antelope conservation programme on the Uzbek Ustyurt Plateau.
Winning the Whitley Award would assist Elena’s work, building on her past experience
of participatory monitoring of the saiga in Uzbekistan. “The highest priorities of my work
over the next five years are to stop saiga poaching in Uzbekistan and stabilise saiga
status,” Elena says.
There is much uncertainty around the Ustyurt saiga population. Elena continues, “There
seems to be a rapid decline but unless we get a monitoring programme in place to see
how many there are and where, we can’t protect them properly. This is an urgent priority
to save this unique population of the species”.
The Uzbek saiga population is one of only five in the world, and the only one still
declining rapidly. Elena Bykova and her husband Alexander Esipov have been working
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with FFI in the field of awareness raising and community engagement, policy
development, research and incorporation of the extractive business sector in
conservation planning.
Each year The Whitley Awards attract applications from conservation leaders of great
dedication, inspiration and drive. These people are focused on practical action and are
making a difference, protecting habitat from destruction and species from extinction with
the support of the local people who live closest to nature.
“We can have long-term coexistence of people and saigas if local people want to save the
saiga. This work contributes to global priorities through the conservation of a Critically
Endangered species,” Elena said.
The Whitley Awards will be announced on Thursday 12 May in London.
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REGION
Tyumen State University Magazine, Russia (Elena’s University)
27th May 2011
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WWF–Russia website (translated)
20th May 2011
http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/8358

WWF congratulates the winners of the prestigious Whitley Award
Prizes awarded to seven eminent ecologists from Belize, Argentina,
Croatia, India, Indonesia and Uzbekistan.
The Whitley awards are international awards, established by philanthropist Edward
Whitley to support projects to protect nature and is held under the patronage of Princess
Anne. Each year the Council of Experts considers projects submitted by
environmentalists from around the world, selects the best nominees and awards them
monetary grants for projects.
According to experts, Elena Bykova, secretary of the Saiga Conservation Alliance of
Uzbekistan, was struck by their "recognition that antelope can survive only if its retention
will support local residents." "People need to understand that healthy saiga - a healthy
environment, is the preservation of cultural heritage and economy. Their preservation
will give much more than a momentary gain from the sale of horns and other body parts
for the needs of traditional Chinese medicine,"
An award also was given to Russian Igor Prokofiev, founder and director of the
Environmental Union Bryansk "Relight." for work on the study and protection of
populations of bats, of international significance. Bats have provided invaluable help to
people through pollination and insect control. "The Jury were impressed by the efforts of
Igor to eradicate prejudices against bats and plans for deep monitoring and investigation
of populations of bats in the region and throughout Russia."
The winners received grants of 30,000 pounds. The largest amount of grant – 60,000
pounds. This year it was won by an ecologist from Belize, Rachel Graham of the project
for the conservation of sharks.
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WWF–Russia website
20th May 2011
http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/8358
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Saiga Conservation Alliance.com
13th May 2011
http://www.saiga-conservation.com/news_article/items/scas-elena-bykova-presentedprestigious-whitley-award-for-her-wo.html

SCA's Elena Bykova was presented with the prestigious Whitley Award for her work
engaging communities in saiga conservation

SCA Executive Secretary Elena Bykova was presented with her prize by HRH The
Princess Royal during a ceremony at the Royal Geographical Society, London, hosted by
The Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN). The Whitley Award includes development training
and a project grant of £30,000 - donated by the Scottish Friends of the WFN. The prize
recognises Elena's tireless efforts to engage people of the Ustyurt Plateau in saiga
conservation. Congratulations Lena!
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Wordpress.com
12th May 2011
http://antifru.wordpress.com/2011/05/19/44/
Conserving animals on the move in Central Asia

CMS saiga antelope expert wins Whitley Award

London, 11 MAY 2011 – HRH The Princess Royal (Princess Anne)
tonight presented one of the world’s top prizes for grassroots nature
conservation – a Whitley Award – to Elena Bykova, of Uzbekistan,
for her success in persuading former hunters to support a campaign
to save the saiga antelope – an icon of the desert-steppe – which has seen its numbers fall
by 95% in just 10 years.
Elena Bykova, a researcher for Uzbekistan’s Institute of Zoology and the
executive secretary of the international Saiga Conservation Alliance, received her prize
during a ceremony at the Royal Geographical Society, London, hosted by The Whitley
Fund for Nature (WFN) – the UK-based charity behind the international awards scheme.
Her Whitley Award includes a project grant of £30,000 – donated by the Scottish
Friends of the WFN – an engraved trophy, membership of the influential network of
past Whitley Award winners, international recognition and development training.
The prize recognises Elena Bykova’s work to involve the people of the Ustyurt Plateau in
halting the decline of Uzbekistan’s saiga populations, including by renewing local interest
in its place in desert-steppe traditions and by getting former hunters to swap their guns
for GPS recorders so that they can help to monitor where the surviving herds travel and
graze.
Commenting on Elena Bykova’s success, Georgina Domberger, Director of the Whitley
Fund for Nature, said: “The aim of the Whitley Awards is to identify and applaud inspirational
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conservation leaders, and give them new funds and skills to enable them to make even greater use of their
scientific expertise and local knowledge to deliver real and lasting benefits for people and wildlife and the
places both share.
“In the case of Elena, the judges were particularly impressed by her recognition that saiga conservation
will only succeed if it is supported by local people and that they need to be reassured that healthy saiga
herds are better for them, their environment, local culture and the economy than over-hunting , to meet the
demand for horns and body parts from the Traditional Chinese Medicine trade.”
The ceremony at which Elena Bykova received her accolade was co-hosted by the author
and broadcaster John McCarthy and witnessed by a 350-strong audience which included
embassy officials, Whitley Fund for Nature donors, including HSBC and WWF-UK,
and leading environmentalists.
The Whitley Awards scheme is an annual competition, first held in 1994. In the 18 years
since the scheme began, it has given grants worth more than £6m to support the work of
inspirational conservation leaders in 70 countries and built a network of more than 120
Whitley alumni. To learn more about the charity, its donors and past winners, please see:
www.whitleyaward.org.
Click here to view the video narrated by Sir David Attenborough.
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IUCN website
May 2011
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/species/publications___technical_docu
ments/publications/species_e/_ssc_species_e_bulletin_may_2011.cfm

News from the IUCN Species Survival Commission and the IUCN Species Programme
May 2011
ANNOUNCEMENTS
2011 Whitley Awards: SSC Members honoured
The 2011 Whitley Gold Award was presented to Shark Specialist Group member Rachel
Graham for her work on Saving sharks: marine conservation through community
outreach and participatory research, Belize. More info (website page)
Antelope Specialist Group member Elena Bykova was also honoured for her work Community action for disappearing Saiga Antelopes of the Ustyurt Plateau, Uzbekistan.
More info (website page)
Our congratulations to both Rachel and Elena for their outstanding work.
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Biodiversity Policy & Practice
12th May 2010

http://biodiversity-l.iisd.org/news/cms-expert-recognized-for-saiga-anteloperecovery/#more-74875

CMS Expert Recognized for Saiga Antelope Recovery
12 May 2011: An expert with the Saiga Conservation Alliance (SCA), Elena
Bykova of Uzbekistan, has been awarded the Whitley Award by the Whitley
Fund for Nature in recognition of her long-term conservation effort and
impact towards the recovery of the Saiga Antelope (Saigo spp) in Uzbekistan.
The SCA is part of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild
Animals (CMS) Saiga Antelope Memorandum of Understanding (MoU).
Along with the Association of the Conservation of Biodiversity in Kazakhstan, the SCA
provides technical and logistic support for the coordination of the CMS Saiga Antelope
MoU to catalyse urgent conservation activities in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
Russia and Mongolia.
The Saiga Antelope is a critically endangered migratory ungulate of the steppes and semideserts of Eurasia. The CMS MoU and associated Action Plan provides a road map to
guide the implementation of Saiga Antelope conservation action in range states and
countries which import saiga produce.
The aim of the Whitley Award is to identify inspirational conservation leaders and give
them funds and skills to enable them to make even greater use of their scientific expertise
and local knowledge to deliver real and lasting benefits for people, wildlife and the places
both share. [CMS Press Release] [CMS Saiga Antelope MoU] [Whitley Fund for
Nature Press Release] [Film on Bykova's Work]
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Conservation of Steppes in Russia website
17th May 2011
http://savesteppe.org/ru/archives/5965

Award for conservation of saiga
Elena Bykova, the Institute of Zoology of Uzbekistan and the executive secretary of the
Saiga Conservation Alliance, won a prestigious international award Whitley Award for her
achievements in the conservation of saiga - the symbol of the desert steppes, whose
number had decreased by 95% over the last decade.
The solemn ceremony of awarding took place on Wednesday evening May 11 at the
famous London Royal Geographical Society. Awards to scientists and naturalists were
presented by HRH Princess Anne. Each finalist received a clear crystal statue with an
engraved inside the butterfly - the symbolic Whitley Award, as well as a check for 30,000
pounds, which, according to the organizers, should go to development projects of the
winners.
Elena received her award for involving residents of Ustyurt to work to halt the
drawdown of the saiga population in Uzbekistan. An important point in this work was to
change the local priorities in the steppe traditions of local residents – they were asked to
change the gun to GPS so that they can help track the location and migrations of the
surviving groups of the saiga.
Commenting on the success of Elena Bykova Georgina Domberger, director of Whitley
Fund for Nature, said: "In the case of Elena Bykova, the judges were particularly struck
by her understanding that the saiga conservation will only succeed if it is supported by
local residents and that they must convince that healthy herds of saiga antelope - is better
for them, for their surrounding nature, culture and economy than over-shooting of these
animals because of the demand for their horns and other body parts for traditional
Chinese medicine. "
The Whitley Award this year was given in 18-th time (the first contest was organized in
1994). Established by the British Whitley Fund for Nature, it is a major international
award for those involved in the conservation of wildlife in different countries.
.
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Hotlin Ompusunggu
BORNEO
Dentistry and Deforestation: Local community health through
forest stewardship, Gunung Palung National Park, Borneo
________________________________________________________

Winner of The Whitley Award donated by
Goldman Sachs
________________________________________________________
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FURTHER MEDIA COVERAGE ACHIEVED
In addition to the following coverage:
FEATURES
 Stanley Johnson visited Hotlin in Borneo. His article on her appeared in The
Independent and the Independent on line on 30th August
WEBSITES
Hotlin’s film has been shown on many websites including:
 Youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NhSBOn1kNFg

 WittySparks.com
http://videos.wittysparks.com/id/2835942899

 Silobreaker.com
http://sports.silobreaker.com/dr-hotlin-ompusunggu-wins-whitley-award-...

 Yassu.com
http://www.yasssu.com/landingpage/index.php?
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Telegraph on line showing Hotlin’s Film
11th May 2011
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthvideo/8507689/Dr-Hotlin-Ompusunggu-winsWhitley-award.html
18.65 users

Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu wins Whitley award
Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu has become one of seven winners of this year's
Whitley Fund for Nature awards. The video below describes her work.
The awards, presented by HRH The Princess Royal and backed by David Attenborough,
reward projects helping communities and projects around the world.
The WFN is an annual competition, first held in 1994. In the 18 years since the
organisation began, it has given grants worth more than £6m to support the work of
inspirational conservation leaders in 70 countries and built a network of more than 120
Whitley alumni.
Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu is the Sumatran-born head of Alam Sehat Lestari (Healthy,
Nature, Everlasting) and a dentist.
Other Whitley Award winners and their videos:
Dr Rachel T Graham, winner of the Gold prize, is the Director of the Wildlife
Conservation Society’s Gulf and Caribbean Sharks and Rays Programme. The
programme is protecting Belize’s sharks, rays and other ocean giants - a valuable ecotourism attraction but increasingly imperilled by local misconceptions and unsustainable
fishing by other countries.
Jana Bedek is a biologist, caver and President of the Croatian Bio-speleological Society
who is capturing local knowledge to protect both the vast limestone cave systems which
lie beneath the Dinaric Alps, stretching from Italy to Albania, and the many unusual
creatures found there and nowhere else on Earth.
Elena Bykova is Executive Secretary of the Saiga Conservation Alliance and a researcher
with the Institute of Zoology at Uzbekistan’s Academy of Sciences. She is working in the
desert-steppes between the Aral and Caspian Seas on safeguarding the criticallyendangered saiga antelope, including by restoring local pride in traditions associated with
the animal.
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Dr Igor Prokofyev is the director of PERESVET (Grassroots Alliance) and head of biomonitoring at Bryansk University. He is inspiring communities in Western Russia to take
part in the country’s first ever conservation movement for bats and ensuring the region
remains a world-relevant haven for them, despite recent loss of habitat to urban
development.
Luis Rivera, a biology professor at Jujuy National University and the President of the
CEBio Foundation, is using colourful endangered parrots as the emblem of a campaign
to boost tourism income and rally public support for the conservation of the species-rich
Yungas forests, in Argentina and Bolivia, in the eastern shadow of the Andes.
Dr Ramana Athreya is an associate professor at the Indian Institute of Science Education
and a co-ordinator with Eco-Systems India. He is working on landscape and biodiversity
protection in India’s least populated state: Arunachal Pradesh, by forming conservation
alliances with Himalayan tribes-people.
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The Independent online
30th August 2011
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/how-dentists-are-saving-borneosrainforest-2345814.html
621,219 users

How dentists are saving Borneo's rainforest
Dentists are offering free treatment to patients who oppose illegal logging. Stanley
Johnson visits an award-winning clinic to find out more

AFP/Getty
A forest cleared to make way for palm oil crops
The first time I saw Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu was in May, at the headquarters of the Royal
Geographical Society (RGS) in Kensington. She was one of seven recipients of the
Whitley Fund for Nature's annual awards. Established in 1994, the Whitley Awards
recognise outstanding contributions to the protection of the natural environment. The
Princess Royal is the patron and it is a task she takes very seriously, not least by actually
turning up every year in person to present the prizes.
As Ompusunggu walked on to the stage of the RGS's Ondaatje Theatre to receive her
award, I glanced at a paper containing brief biographies of the prize-winners.
Ompusunggu, I noted, was a dentist. She had apparently started a whole new movement
in Kalimantan, which is the Indonesian part of Borneo, linking the provision of dental
care to conservation objectives. Dentists for conservation! The idea sounded intriguing.
"As a dentist," she began, "I never imagined that I would receive a conservation award.
As I am standing here, I remember a 12-year-old girl who almost broke her jaw because
of chronic bone-related tooth infection. Her father brought her to our clinic a year ago
for treatment, because he would not cut down trees from the forest home to Borneo
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orang-utan to pay for his daughter's medical bills. Grateful for the recovery and in return
for the care received, he brought us manure to plant trees in our reforestation projects.
This project works."
At the end of the ceremony, the Princess made a speech, congratulating the winners on
their achievements. Having listened to Ompusunggu's remarks, I was not surprised that
the Princess drew particular attention to the unusual nature of the Indonesian dentist's
work.
"As in all the previous years," the Princess said, "demonstrating the support of local
communities is critical to achieving those positive conservation results. It isn't always
approached in the same way and perhaps the most important thing about today's winners
is underlining the fact that you don't have to be scientifically qualified in biology or
natural sciences in order to make a difference. Being a dentist is just as important."
During the reception after the ceremony, I buttonholed Ompusunggu. I had been totally
intrigued, I told her, by the project she described. Having been an environmentalist most
of my professional life, and having a particular interest in the conservation of tropical
rainforests, I wanted to understand more clearly what she and her team were doing out
there in West Kalimantan. "Could I come to visit you?" I asked.
She gave me a broad smile. "You are most welcome."
Less than six weeks after the RGS event, I found myself at Kuching International airport
in Sarawak waiting to board the Batavia Air plane to Pontianak, with an onward
connection to Ketapang. Ompusunggu came on to the tarmac to greet me when my
flight touched down. In the car on the way back we had time to talk.
Now 36, she told me she had trained as a dentist in Medan in Sumatra. After she
graduated, she had worked first in community outreach programmes in rural Sumatra,
then on a mobile boat clinic. When the tsunami hit Aceh, Sumatra's northernmost
province, in December 2004, she had co-ordinated a medical and dental relief team.
After her work on tsunami relief was over, Ompusunggu gained a Certificate of Higher
Education at Redcliffe College, Gloucester. Soon after she returned to Indonesia, a friend
of a friend called her to ask whether she would like to come to work on a new
programme in West Kalimantan. The idea was to combine human health with
environmental health. That telephone call, from an American woman, Kinari Webb,
marked a turning point in Ompusunggu's life.
We reached Sukadana in the early evening. Once, long before the Dutch colonised the
Dutch East Indies, Sukadana was one of the main trading ports on the west coast of
Kalimantan. At my hotel, Ompusunggu explained that the location of the town at the
very edge of Gunung Palung National Park was a factor in her decision to go there,
rather than somewhere else, in Kalimantan.
Illegal logging, she explained, driven by global demand for timber and palm oil, was
destroying vast areas of Indonesian forest each year. Bornean orang-utan numbers had
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dwindled from hundreds of thousands to about 45,000 in the wild. Orang-utans could be
extinct in the wild within 20 years. Gunung Palung National Park was haven to about
2,000 of them. Gunung Palung is also home to endangered species such as sun bears,
proboscis monkeys and gibbons, plus hornbills among an estimated 178 types of birds.
With the relentless expansion of palm oil plantations all around, there are more and more
pressures on the park, not just from those who wish to chip away at its boundaries to
establish palm oil plantations, but from local people who increasingly turn to the park to
meet their needs for firewood and timber.
The full name of Ompusunggu's clinic is Alam Sehat Lestari (which means "Healthy,
Nature Everlasting"), usually dubbed the Asri clinic. I arrived there in the morning in
time to hear Etty Rahmawati, a young woman responsible for community outreach,
explaining the basic principles on which the clinic works to a roomful of 20 outpatients.
Each village and sub-village in the district, Rahmawati said, had been classified according
to the actions being taken there to prevent illegal logging.
She pointed to a chart on the wall. "If you come from a village which has protected the
[Gunung Palung] park, that's one of the green areas on the chart, [so] you get the largest
discount on the cost of the treatment. If you come from a blue area, where progress is
being made, you get a 50 per cent discount. And if you come from a red area, where
illegal logging still continues, you only get a 30 per cent discount," she said. "You can pay
with seedlings, or with woven mats or baskets, or even with bags of manure."
It was there that I encountered Kinari Webb, who, five years earlier, had made the
telephone call that brought Ompusunggu to Sukadana, sight unseen. Webb is a fully
qualified doctor and she explained that, as a foreigner, she is allowed to "assist and
advise" in all aspects of the clinic's medical work.
Webb, who is the president and founder of an American NGO called Health in
Harmony, the main purpose of which is to support Ompusunggu's clinic, is married to
Campbell Webb, PhD, an Englishman who works for the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard
University. She invited me to meet him that evening.
Cam and Kinari met in Borneo, 15 years ago, when they were working in the Gunung
Palung Research Centre, deep in the forest. They have been here, on and off, ever since.
"When we first came to West Kalimantan," Cam told me, "the forest was everywhere.
Pontianak itself was a timber town. Now, the timber companies have largely gone
because 70 per cent of the lowland forests have gone. The palm oil companies go in for
clear-cutting, selling the timber, then planting. Of course, there are still forests in the
central and northern parts of Kalimantan – the montane forests. But they don't have the
rich biodiversity of the lowland forests. The tallest trees here were 85 metres!"
"I had this vision," Kinari told me, "of combining human and environmental health. I
spoke to my friend about it and she said, 'You have to have Ompusunggu.' When she got
here, she began to understand the conservation work as well as the medical side. This
programme would never have made it without her. She has passion, intensity and
willingness. She is one of the most moral people I have met."
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I raised an issue which had been bothering me. "I understand that you modulate the
medical and dental charges in accordance with the status of the forest. But how do you
find out about the illegal logging, who is doing it and where?"
"We have our forest guardian programme," Ompusunggu explained. "We have 30 forest
guardians spread around the different villages and sub-villages. They know what is going
on."
Over the next few days, I met several of these forest guardians. The £30,000 which
Ompusunggu received from the Whitley Fund for Nature, thanks to a special donation
by Goldman Sachs, has helped to put the programme on a sound financial basis, at least
for the next year. These young men and women are truly at the sharp end of
conservation.
What Ompusunggu and Kinari have realised is that it is not enough to try to persuade the
villagers to stop going into the forest with a chainsaw; you have to give them an
alternative source of income. So Asri has had to expand its horizons. Yes, it is still a clinic
with a mission to bring better health to the villagers of the area. But it has also had to
become involved with farming and agriculture. Asri now runs a nursery for plants and
saplings.
One afternoon, Ompusunggu took me to a village to see the project's cows. There are 12
of them, tethered in an open-sided shed, munching on bundles of grass which the
villagers gather from the surrounding open areas. The grass goes in one end; the manure
comes out the other.
Looking at the chewing cows, I couldn't help wondering whether Asri, in seeking to turn
itself into an agricultural as well as a medical enterprise, may not have bitten off more
than it can chew. But when I talked to Ompusunggu and those who work with her,
absorbing their confidence and vitality, these doubts melted away. Alam, one of the
forest guardians whose village we are visiting, told me proudly: "I have convinced two
illegal loggers to stop logging. There is still one man in the village illegally logging, but I
hope to persuade him too."
For more information about Asri, see alamsehatlestari.org. For the Whitley Fund for Nature, see
whitleyaward.org
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National Daily Newspaper
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Dentistry News
UK Dental Magazine
June 2011
Readership: 10,000

Prize for dentist's orangutan care project

Hotlin Ompusunggu receiving her award from The Princess Royal, Princess Anne
A dentist has scooped one of the world's most prestigious wildlife conservation prizes for her
work saving the rainforests.
Drt Hotlin Ompusunggu, a Sumatran dentist working in West Kalimantan, Borneo, in south east
Asia, aims to sever links between poverty, ill-health and ecological damage by letting poor
communities ‘pay' for healthcare by becoming guardians of the forests which are home to
gibbons and orangutans.
She is the programme manager of Alam Sehat Lestari (ASRI), a healthcare and conservation
charity located next to the Gunung Palang National Park and received her prize during a
ceremony at the Royal Geographical Society, London. The event was hosted by The Whitley
Fund for Nature (WFN) – the UK-based charity behind the international awards scheme – and
the Princess Royal Princess Anne presented the prizes.
The award includes a project grant of £30,000 – donated by Goldman Sachs – an engraved
trophy, membership of the influential network of past Whitley Award winners, international
recognition and professional development training.
Dr Ompusunggu's award recognises her efforts to reduce illegal logging by offering better and
cheaper dental and medical care to the 60,000 villagers who live in the region by enabling to earn
discounts on treatments by looking after the rainforest, participating in reforestation activities
and learning about conservation.
The evening's top honour – the £60,000 Whitley Gold Award – went to marine biologist Dr
Rachel Graham, of Belize, for her work to put in place a national action plan for sharks and get
more local people actively involved in protecting ocean.
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BBC Indonesia
31st May 2011
http://www.bbc.co.uk/indonesia/multimedia/2011/05/110531_tokohhotlin1.shtml

Doctor who doubles activist
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Indonesian Embassy website
13th May 2011
http://www.indonesianembassy.org.uk/News/news_2011_05_13_jp_1.html

RI conservationist receives award from British royalty
At a recent ceremony in London hosted by Her Royal Highness Princess Anne,
Indonesian conservationist Hotlin Ompusunggu received the 2011 Whitley Award for
her conservation work in West Kalimantan.
“Dr. Hotlin is a dentist from Alam Sehat Lestari, who received the award from Princess
Anne in a ceremony at the Royal Geographical Society in London,” Whitley Awards 2011
spokeswoman Pam Beddard said Friday, as quoted by Antara.
Hotlin is a program manager at Alam Sehat Lestari, a health and conservation charity
organization whose office is situated near Gunung Palang National Park in Indonesia's
West Kalimantan province.
She has been fighting against illegal logging in the area by offering low-cost but quality
dental and medical treatments to 60,000 local villagers on condition they take part in the
organization's reforestation and conservation work.
“The award for Dr. Hotlin for her contribution to conservation makes Indonesia proud.
I’ve seen how impressed Princess Anne was at what Dr. Hotlin has been working on,”
counselor and acting head of chancery at the Indonesian Embassy in London, Tumpal
Hutagalung, said.
As part of the award, Hotlin received 30,000 pounds sterling in a project grant, which
was donated by Goldman Sachs.
The Whitley Awards are given annually by the Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) in efforts
to “recognize and celebrate effective national and regional conservation leaders across the
globe”.
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The Jakarta Post.com
Daily Newspaper, Jakarta
13th May 2011
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2011/05/13/ri-conservationist-receives-awardbritish-royalty.html
Newspaper circulation: 50,000

RI conservationist receives award from British royalty
At a recent ceremony in London hosted by Her Royal Highness Princess Anne,
Indonesian conservationist Hotlin Ompusunggu received the 2011 Whitley Award for
her conservation work in West Kalimantan.
“Dr. Hotlin is a dentist from Alam Sehat Lestari, who received the award from Princess
Anne in a ceremony at the Royal Geographical Society in London,” Whitley Awards 2011
spokeswoman Pam Beddard said Friday, as quoted by Antara.
Hotlin is a program manager at Alam Sehat Lestari, a health and conservation charity
organization whose office is situated near Gunung Palang National Park in Indonesia's
West Kalimantan province.
She has been fighting against illegal logging in the area by offering low-cost but quality
dental and medical treatments to 60,000 local villagers on condition they take part in the
organization's reforestation and conservation work.
“The award for Dr. Hotlin for her contribution to conservation makes Indonesia proud.
I’ve seen how impressed Princess Anne was at what Dr. Hotlin has been working on,”
counselor and acting head of chancery at the Indonesian Embassy in London, Tumpal
Hutagalung, said.
As part of the award, Hotlin received 30,000 pounds sterling in a project grant, which
was donated by Goldman Sachs.
The Whitley Awards are given annually by the Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) in efforts
to “recognize and celebrate effective national and regional conservation leaders across the
globe”.
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Preventive Dentistry
13th May
http://www.preventivedentistry.co.uk/news/news_detail.php?id=4002

Prize for dentist’s orangutan care project

A dentist has scooped one of the world's most prestigious wildlife conservation prizes for
her work saving the rainforests.
Drt Hotlin Ompusunggu, a Sumatran dentist working in West Kalimantan, Borneo, in
south east Asia, aims to sever links between poverty, ill-health and ecological damage by
letting poor communities ‘pay' for healthcare by becoming guardians of the forests which
are home to gibbons and orangutans.
She is the programme manager of Alam Sehat Lestari (ASRI), a healthcare and
conservation charity located next to the Gunung Palang National Park and received her
prize during a ceremony at the Royal Geographical Society, London.
The event was hosted by The Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) – the UK-based charity
behind the international awards scheme – and the Princess Royal Princess Anne
presented the prizes. The award includes a project grant of £30,000 – donated by
Goldman Sachs – an engraved trophy, membership of the influential network of past
Whitley Award winners, international recognition and professional development training.
Dr Ompusunggu's award recognises her efforts to reduce illegal logging by offering
better and cheaper dental and medical care to the 60,000 villagers who live in the region
by enabling to earn discounts on treatments by looking after the rainforest, participating
in reforestation activities and learning about conservation.
The evening's top honour – the £60,000 Whitley Gold Award – went to marine biologist
Rachel Graham, of Belize, for her work to put in place a national action plan for sharks
and get more local people actively involved in protecting ocean.
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4apes.com
Ape Alliance website
13th May 2011
http://www.4apes.com/news/Princess-presents-top conservation-accol-20110512.htm

Apes in the News conservation accolade to Indonesian health

Princess presents top

HRH The Princess Royal (Princess Anne) tonight presented one of the world’s
top prizes for grassroots nature conservation – a Whitley Award – to Dr Hotlin
Ompusunggu, a Sumatran dentist working in West Kalimantan, Borneo, for her
work to improve the health and well-being of rainforest communities while also
safeguarding a globally important habitat for gibbons, hornbills and orangutans,
among many other species.
Dr Ompusunggu, the programme manager of Alam Sehat Lestari (ASRI), a
healthcare and conservation charity located next to the Gunung Palang National
Park, received her prize during a ceremony at the Royal Geographical Society,
London, hosted by The Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) – the UK-based charity
behind the international awards scheme.
The award includes a project grant of £30,000 - donated by Goldman Sachs - an
engraved trophy, membership of the influential network of past Whitley Award
winners, international recognition and professional development training.
Dr Ompusunggu’s award recognises her efforts to reduce illegal logging by
offering better and cheaper dental and medical care to the 60,000 villagers who
live in the region by enabling them to earn discounts on treatments by looking
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after the rainforest, participating in reforestation activities and learning about
conservation.
The evening’s top honour - the £60,000 Whitley Gold Award – went to marine
biologist Dr Rachel Graham, of Belize, for her work to put in place a national
action plan for sharks and get more local people actively involved in protecting
ocean wildlife and coastal biodiversity and so safeguard local livelihoods and
Belize’s economically important tourism industry.
In addition, Her Royal Highness presented other Whitley Awards worth £30,000
each to conservation leaders from Argentina, Croatia, India, Russia and
Uzbekistan.

For the full results, please see the Notes overleaf.
Commenting on Dr Ompusunggu’s success, WFN’s director, Georgina
Domberger, said: "The aim of the Whitley Awards is to identify and applaud

inspirational conservation leaders, and give them new funds and skills to enable
them to make even greater use of their scientific expertise and local knowledge to
deliver real and lasting benefits for people and wildlife and the places both share..

“In the case of Hotlin, this year’s judges were particularly impressed by the
numbers of villagers whose lives are being improved by ASRI’s healthcare
services, the interest communities are showing in becoming rainforest guardians
and by the brighter prospects this offers for the region’s people, natural resources
and biodiversity.”
The ceremony at which Hotlin Ompusunggu received her accolade was co-hosted
by the author and broadcaster John McCarthy and witnessed by a 350-strong
audience which included embassy officials, Whitley Fund for Nature donors,
including HSBC and WWF-UK, and leading environmentalists.
The Whitley Awards scheme is an annual competition, first held in 1994. In the 18
years since the scheme began, it has given grants worth more than £6m to
support the work of inspirational conservation leaders in 70 countries and built a
network of more than 120 Whitley alumni. To learn more about the charity, its
donors and past winners, please see: www.whitleyaward.org.

96

Mongabay.com
Online Magazine for Tropical rainforest conservation and environmental science news

14th May 2011
http://news.mongabay.com/2011/0514-asri_whitley.html

Program that cuts illegal logging by providing high quality health care in Borneo
wins major conservation award

Board explaining to patients the payment options at Alam Sehat Lestari in Sukadana, West
Kalimantan. Photo by Rhett A. Butler 2011.
The co-founder of an initiative that discourages illegal logging by bringing affordable,
high quality health care to impoverished communities in Indonesian Borneo has been
recognized with a prestigious conservation award.
Dr. Hotlin Ompusunggu, co-founder of Alam Sehat Lestari (ASRI), was this week
awarded the £30,000 Whitley Award during a ceremony hosted in London by Princess
Anne.
Alam Sehat Lestari (ASRI) partners with Health In Harmony, a U.S.-based group, to
deliver healthcare to communities living around Gunung Palung National Park in the
province of West Kalimantan, on the island of Borneo. Research by the organizations has
found that healthcare costs — which amount to more than 40 percent of average
spending in the targeted communities — is a major driver of illegal logging. Timber is cut
from protected areas in order to pay for basic treatment, which is often poor at best. But
clearing forests exacerbates health problems by increasing incidence of insect-transmitted
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disease like malaria; reducing available of fresh water (local people at times turn to pricey
bottled water); worsening air pollution, aggregating respiratory ailments; and contributing
to worsening flooding.
The ASRI/Health in
Harmony is working to
address this cycle by
providing extremely lowcost health care to
communities that agree
to reduce illegal logging.
Communities that don't
sign the agreement still
receive access to top
quality health care but
see smaller subsidies.
Local people have several
payment options,
Illegal logging in Gunung Palung. Photo by Rhett A. Butler
including training in
2011.
organic gardening,
making handicrafts, and helping with reforestation. Already some participants have seen
dividends beyond receiving treatment — incomes of some smallholders have been
substantially increased by adopting organic agricultural techniques, which sharply cut
input costs and allow farmers to grow more valuable crops like vegetables.
ASRI and Health in Harmony are now building a clinic to handle a wider full-range of
health conditions and ailments. Once the clinic is complete, there is interest in expanding
the program to other parts of Indonesia and talk of using it as a model to deliver benefits
from the proposed Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD)
forest conservation program.
Health in Harmony won mongabay.com's "Innovation in Conservation" Award in 2008.
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Global Child Dental Fund
14th May 2011
http://www.gcdfund.org/news/feed/prize-dentists-orangutan-care-project

Prize for dentist's orangutan care project
A dentist has scooped one of the world's most prestigious wildlife conservation prizes for
her work saving the rainforests.
Drt Hotlin Ompusunggu, a Sumatran dentist working in West Kalimantan, Borneo, in
south east Asia, aims to sever links between poverty, ill-health and ecological damage by
letting poor communities ‘pay' for healthcare by becoming guardians of the forests which
are home to gibbons and orangutans.
She is the programme manager of Alam Sehat Lestari (ASRI), a healthcare and
conservation charity located next to the Gunung Palang National Park and received her
prize during a ceremony at the Royal Geographical Society, London.
The event was hosted by The Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) – the UK-based charity
behind the international awards scheme – and the Princess Royal Princess Anne
presented the prizes.
The award includes a project grant of £30,000 – donated by Goldman Sachs – an
engraved trophy, membership of the influential network of past Whitley Award winners,
international recognition and professional development training.
Dr Ompusunggu's award recognises her efforts to reduce illegal logging by offering
better and cheaper dental and medical care to the 60,000 villagers who live in the region
by enabling to earn discounts on treatments by looking after the rainforest, participating
in reforestation activities and learning about conservation.
The evening's top honour – the £60,000 Whitley Gold Award – went to marine biologist
Dr Rachel Graham, of Belize, for her work to put in place a national action plan for
sharks and get more local people actively involved in protecting ocean.
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Dental Medical Negligence website
14th May 2011
http://dental.medicalnegligenceinfo.com/prize-for-dentists-orangutan-care-project
Dental Negligence Compensation

Prize for dentist’s orangutan care project
A dentist has scooped one of the world's most prestigious wildlife conservation prizes for
her work saving the rainforests.
Drt Hotlin Ompusunggu, a Sumatran dentist working in West Kalimantan, Borneo, in
south east Asia, aims to sever links between poverty, ill-health and ecological damage by
letting poor communities ‘pay' for healthcare by becoming guardians of the forests which
are home to gibbons and orangutans. She is the programme manager of Alam Sehat
Lestari (ASRI), a healthcare and conservation charity located next to the Gunung Palang
National Park and received her prize during a ceremony at the Royal Geographical
Society, London.
The event was hosted by The Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) – the UK-based charity
behind the international awards scheme – and the Princess Royal Princess Anne
presented the prizes.
The award includes a project grant of £30,000 – donated by Goldman Sachs – an
engraved trophy, membership of the influential network of past Whitley Award winners,
international recognition and professional development training.
Dr Ompusunggu's award recognises her efforts to reduce illegal logging by offering
better and cheaper dental and medical care to the 60,000 villagers who live in the region
by enabling to earn discounts on treatments by looking after the rainforest, participating
in reforestation activities and learning about conservation.
The evening's top honour – the £60,000 Whitley Gold Award – went to marine biologist
Dr Rachel Graham, of Belize, for her work to put in place a national action plan for
sharks and get more local people actively involved in protecting ocean.
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Health in Harmony
13th May 2011
http://www.healthinharmony.org/2011/05/13/asri-co-founder-wins-a-whitleyconservation-award/

ASRI Co-Founder Wins a Whitley Conservation Award!
Dr. Hotlin Ompusunggu, cofounder of
Health In Harmony’s partner program,
Alam Sehat Lestari (ASRI), received global
recognition, when she won a prestigious
Whitley Award, presented by HRH The
Princess Royal (Princess Anne).
The Whitley Fund for Nature grants the
award, acknowledged as one of most
valuable accolades a conservationist can
win. The award recognizes Ompusunggu
as one of the world’s most dynamic conservation leaders and provided £30,000 to
support ASRI’s work benefiting both wildlife and local communities. Ompusunggu‘s
Program ASRI and partner, Health In Harmony, work to improve the health and wellbeing of rainforest communities while safeguarding a globally important habitat for
gibbons, hornbills and orangutans, among many other species.
WFN’s director, Georgina Domberger, said of Hotlin’s work:
“…this year’s judges were particularly impressed by the numbers of villagers whose lives are being
improved by ASRI’s healthcare services, the interest communities are showing in becoming rainforest
guardians and by the brighter prospects this offers for the region’s people, natural resources and
biodiversity.”
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Paperless-Solutions
13th May 2011
http://www.paperless-solutions.co.uk/news/dentistry_dental/

Dentist offers oral healthcare for orangutan 'love'
A dentist is on the shortlist to win a prestigious wildlife conservation prize for her work
saving the rainforests.
Hotlin Ompusunggu, from Borneo in south east Asia, is trying to sever the links between
poverty, ill-health and ecological damage by letting poor communities ‘pay' for healthcare
by becoming guardians of the forests where gibbons and orangutans live.
The quest to find the next winner of the UK's biggest and best-respected wildlife
conservation prize entered its final stages this week when the Whitley Fund for Nature
(WFN) announced the shortlist for its Whitley Gold Award 2011.
Hotlin is among seven men and women – from Argentina, Belize, Borneo, Croatia, India,
Russia and Uzbekistan – who remain in the running for the charity's top accolade, and a
share in project grants worth a total £270,000. Each of the finalists now faces an
interview with a panel of experts in London in May, after which the judges will select the
2011 winner of the £60,000 Whitley Gold Award and confer other Whitley Awards
worth £30,000 each. This year's results will be announced during a ceremony at the
Royal Geographical Society, London, on Wednesday 11 May at which WFN's patron,
HRH The Princess Royal Princess Anne will present the prizes.
Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu, DDS, Ce.HE, explains her project. She says: ‘Four years ago, a
friend introduced me to Dr Kinari Webb, founder of Health In Harmony, a US-based
NGO that supported the creation of Yayasan Alam Sehat Lestari (which means ‘healthy
nature everlasting'). ‘I have worked with Kinari since March 2007 to implement her
vision of an integrated healthcare-conservation programme. Through my interactions
with her, I have developed a firm belief in the need to protect natural resources as the
means to better lives locally and globally.
‘I first encountered Gunung Palung National Park four years ago, when I came to work
in Sukadana, which borders on the national park. Since then, I have made many trips into
the forest and am always amazed by its diversity and natural beauty. Every day, I marvel
at the beautiful view of the park's hills as I bicycle to ASRI's clinic from my house, and I
get to hear the orchestra of animal sounds – including the wonderful duetting of gibbons
– coming from the forests that cover those hills.' She adds: ‘In 2003-2005, I had been
working in Sumatra as the manager of – and dentist on – a clinic on a boat that served
remote communities along a river. I do love being a dentist but I have always been drawn
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the bigger picture and was interested in how we can help improve people's lives in a
holistic sense. 'For that reason, I decided to get more education and went to England to
do a one-year certificate course in higher education and community development. When
I got back, I wanted to do something more besides seeing patients.'
She adds: ‘At that time, I got a phone call from a friend of a friend who wanted to start a
clinic in Kalimantan that would also try to protect the rainforest. I was really drawn to the
idea even though, at that time, I did not think that the environment was very important.
Mostly I wanted to work on the community development side, but after I came to work
with Kinari Webb in mid-2007, slowly I began to see things differently.
‘Now I believe that conservation is something that cannot be separated to address a
healthy life a healthy planet.'

• The Whitley Awards scheme is an annual competition, first held in 1994. In the 18 years
since the scheme began, it has given grants worth more than £6m to support the work of
inspirational conservation leaders in 65 countries and building a network of more than
100 Whitley alumni.
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Antara-sumbar.com
Indonesian website
13th May 2011
http://www.antara-sumbar.com/eng/index.php?mod=berita&d=21&id=8741

INDONESIAN WOMEN ACCEPT "WHITLEY AWARD" PUTRI ANNE
London, (ANTARA) - Indonesian Woman, Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu, received the
"Whitley Award 2011" from "The Royal Princess", Princess Anne, In the United
Kingdom, for the related service in conservation and preservation of health care
Indonesia.
"Dr Hotlin is a dentist from 'Alam Sehat Lestari’, which has received an award from
Princess Anne in a ceremony at The Royal Geographical Society, London," said Whitley
Public Relations, Pam Beddard.
Meanwhile, "Minister Counsellor / Act. Head of Chancery" Embassy in London, Tumpal
Hutagalung, who attended the awards ceremony to Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu, said he was
proud to participate because there are Indonesian women who received the award.
"The award to Dr Hotlin for her contribution to nature conservation is a pride for the
nation of Indonesia. I saw Putri Anne was very impressed with what was done by Dr.
Hotlin so far," he said.
Whitley Award is given to Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu, an annual competition was first held
in 1994 supported by David Attenborough, which is given to those who have been
helping communities and projects around the world.
HRH The Princess Royal handed over an Award to Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu - as a
Sumatera dentist who works in West Kalimantan, Kalimantan, it was a historic event for
grassroots nature conservation work.
In the 18 years since the organization began, Whitley has given grants worth more than 6
million pounds to support the conservation work of the inspirational leaders in 70
countries and build a network of more than 120 alumni.
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Allvoices.com
12th June 2011
http://www.allvoices.com/contributed-news/9094900/image/79952645-dr-hotlinompusunggu

Indonesian Women's Accept
London - Women of Indonesia, Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu, received the award "Whitley
Award 2011" from "The Royal Princess", Princess Anne, the United Kingdom, the
related service in conservation...

Woman of Indonesia, Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu, received the award "Whitley Award
2011" from "The Royal Princess", Princess Anne, the United Kingdom, for the related
service in conservation and preservation of health care in Indonesia.
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Ecological Evolution.org
May 2011
http://www.ecologicalevolution.org/2011/05/innovative-conservation-effort-receiveswhitley-fund-for-nature-award/
Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden, (CAS)
中国科学院西双版纳热带植物园

Innovative Conservation Effort receives Whitley Fund for Nature award

Dr. Hotlin Ompusunggu received a Whitley Fund for Nature Award on behalf of the
Health in Harmony program and for major contributions in co-founding the Alam Sehat
Lestari (ASRI) organization. On the southern border of the Gunung Palung National
Park, ASRI has established an innovative program to help subsidise rural health care
through conservation activities. The program clearly links human health with
environmental health. Gunung Palung is one of the last remaining populations of wild
orang utans in lowland forests on Borneo. Mr. Loren Bell, a MSc student in the EcoEvo group, is currently conducting research on the co-evolution of primates and fruit
trees and has played a major role in maintaining the newly re-established field station.
Ms. Deli ZHAI, a PhD in the Eco-Evo group, is conducting remote-sensing studies of
Gunung Palung and its buffer zones to better understand both natural and human-caused
disturbance patterns.

106

Ekowisata.com
May 2011
http://www.ekowisata.com/2011/05/indonesian-woman-receives-whitley-award-fromprincess-anne/

Indonesian woman receives Whitley Award
Environment Add comments
May 152011

Hotlin Ompusunggu
London (ANTARA News) – Royal Princess Anne of the British Empire has handed the
Whitley Award 2011 to Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu of Indonesia for her dedication to
natural conservation and health in Indonesia.
Dr Hotlin, a dentist from Alam Sehat Lestari received the appreciation from Princess
Anne at a ceremony at the the Royal Geographical Society in London, spokesman for
Whitley Awards 2011 Pam Beddard told ANTARA News’ London correspondent on
Friday.
Minister Counselor and Head of Chancery at the Indonesian embassy in London Tumpal
Hutagalung who also attended the occasion said he also felt proud that an Indonesian
woman has received the appreciation.
The other Whitley awardees who have received 30,000 poundsterling included chief
conservationists from Argentina, Kroatia, India, Russia and Uzbekistan.(*)
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Igor Prokofyev
RUSSIA
People and bats: Russia’s first community-led Bat Conservation movement, Western
Russian

_____________________________________________

Winner of The Whitley Award donated by
The Garfield Weston Foundation
_________________________________________
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FURTHER MEDIA COVERAGE ACHIEVED
In addition to the following coverage:
WEBSITES
Igor’s film has been shown on many websites including:
 Youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NhSBOn1kNFg

 WittySparks.com
videos.wittysparks.com/id/2835942899

 Silobreaker.com
http://sports.silobreaker.com/dr-igor-prokofyev-wins-whitley-award5_2264562012652568691

 MeFeedia.com
http://m.mefeedia.com/video/40216929
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Telegraph online showing Igor’s Film
11th May 2011
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthvideo/8507718/Dr-Igor-Prokofyev-winsWhitley-award.html

Dr Igor Prokofyev wins Whitley award
Dr Igor Prokofyev has become one of seven winners of this year's Whitley
Fund for Nature awards. The video below describes his work.
The awards, presented by HRH The Princess Royal and backed by David Attenborough,
reward projects helping communities and projects around the world.
The WFN is an annual competition, first held in 1994. In the 18 years since the
organisation began, it has given grants worth more than £6m to support the work of
inspirational conservation leaders in 70 countries and built a network of more than 120
Whitley alumni.
Dr Igor Prokofyev is the director of PERESVET (Grassroots Alliance) and head of biomonitoring at Bryansk University.
Other Whitley Award winners and their videos:
Dr Rachel T Graham, winner of the Gold prize, is the Director of the Wildlife
Conservation Society’s Gulf and Caribbean Sharks and Rays Programme. The
programme is protecting Belize’s sharks, rays and other ocean giants - a valuable ecotourism attraction but increasingly imperilled by local misconceptions and unsustainable
fishing by other countries.
Jana Bedek is a biologist, caver and President of the Croatian Bio-speleological Society
who is capturing local knowledge to protect both the vast limestone cave systems which
lie beneath the Dinaric Alps, stretching from Italy to Albania, and the many unusual
creatures found there and nowhere else on Earth.
Elena Bykova is Executive Secretary of the Saiga Conservation Alliance and a researcher
with the Institute of Zoology at Uzbekistan’s Academy of Sciences. She is working in the
desert-steppes between the Aral and Caspian Seas on safeguarding the criticallyendangered saiga antelope, including by restoring local pride in traditions associated with
the animal.

110

Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu is the Sumatran-born head of Alam Sehat Lestari (Healthy,
Nature, Everlasting) and a dentist. She is trying to sever the links between poverty, illhealth and ecological damage to the Gunung Palung National Park, in West Kalimantan,
Indonesian Borneo, by letting poor communities ‘pay’ for healthcare by becoming
guardians of the forests where gibbons and orangutans live.
Luis Rivera, a biology professor at Jujuy National University and the President of the
CEBio Foundation, is using colourful endangered parrots as the emblem of a campaign
to boost tourism income and rally public support for the conservation of the species-rich
Yungas forests, in Argentina and Bolivia, in the eastern shadow of the Andes.
Dr Ramana Athreya is an associate professor at the Indian Institute of Science Education
and a co-ordinator with Eco-Systems India. He is working on landscape and biodiversity
protection in India’s least populated state: Arunachal Pradesh, by forming conservation
alliances with Himalayan tribes-people.
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Desnitsa
Russian online newspaper, Bransk
16th May 2011
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Vestibritani Newspaper
Weekly newspaper in London
17th May 2011
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Bat Conservation e-newsletter
June 2011
http://www.batcon.org/index.php/media-and-info/enewsletter.html?task=_viewArticle&ArticleID=1219

A pioneering Russian biologist who founded his country's
first community-led conservation movement for bats is
being recognized with a 2011 Whitley Award – a top
conservation honor that carries a prize of $48,550.
Igor Prokofyev, founder and director of the Grassroots
Alliance PERESVET in Western Russia, received one of
seven Whitley Awards from the United Kingdom-based
Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN).
Prokofyev, WFN
notes, is leading unprecedented efforts to conserve
Russia's long-ignored bats. Precise information is scarce,
but many of Russia's more than 35 bat species are in
decline, largely because of deforestation, pollution and habitat loss. PERESVET, based in
Bryansk, is a coalition of varied stakeholders dedicated to solving community problems,
with special attention to biodiversity.
Prokofyev turned his attention to bats in 2008 when he realized that, despite their
importance to the region's ecology and economy, Western Russia had no program for
studying or conserving their populations. "Bats are very useful animals because they kill
so many insect pests," he said. "This is crucial for agriculture and very important for local
farmers"
Among other activities, Prokofyev is Coordinator of iBats Russia, the country's first
large-scale monitoring program for bats. Developed as a citizen-science program by the
United Kingdom's Bat Conservation Trust and The Zoological Society of London, the
model is spreading around the world.
Working with local volunteers, the PERESVET project is using bat detectors (which
collect bat echolocation calls) to record and identify the different species found around
the community. With strong interest in the initial acoustic surveys, Prokofyev is now
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expanding the program throughout Western Russia with a network of volunteers. The
effort is building a real commitment to conservation among the volunteers, while the data
will be used to develop recommendations for future bat-conservation guidelines.
Expanding the program also includes creation of Bat Conservation Russia, the nation's
first nonprofit focused on bats. An alliance of scientists, community groups and other
non-government organizations, it is designed to strengthen cooperation for bat
conservation throughout Russia. Wide-ranging education and outreach are producing
noticeable changes in attitudes about bats, as schools form "Bat Friends Clubs" and at
least one village has successfully opposed forest clearing that would have destroyed
important bat habitat.
The Whitley Awards honor "some of the world's most dynamic grassroots conservation
leaders" and support projects that "have long-lasting impacts and aim to fully include
local communities in wildlife and habitat conservation." Princess Anne presented the
awards in London.
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Russian Geographical Society (translated)
4th June 2011
http://www.rgo.ru/2011/06/bryanskij-uchenyj-poluchil-britanskuyu-nagradu-za-oxranuletuchix-myshej/
Bryansk scientist has received a British award for protecting bats
The British Royal Geographical Society has given an award to the Bryansk State University associate
professor Igor Prokofiev for the protecting bats.

The award was presented to Prokofiev "for efforts to conserve populations of bats in
western Russia." The seven finalists have received from the hands of the British Princess
Anne crystal statuette engraved with a butterfly inside. The award included a cheque for
30,000 pounds, which the winners must spend to develop their projects.
Igor Prokofiev, Head of Laboratory Bio-indication and biomonitoring Bryansk State
University directs the program iBats - Russia's first large-scale project on monitoring
populations of bats.
Russian scientists discovered that bats make up nearly a quarter of all mammals of the
planet and are a good biological indicator, which shows how healthy the environment is.
For example, the trend in Europe is to reduce their number and species diversity.
"In the UK there are special laws: you can not simply remove the bats from your home,
be sure to get permission. We are only the beginning, just pay attention to the bats. They
bring a very big favor: kill insects, pests of agriculture " said Prokofiev.
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Radio “Voice of Russia” (translated)
20th May 2011
http://rus.ruvr.ru/2011/05/20/50554760.html
International Award for defender of bats

Russian Igor Prokofiev was awarded the prestigious international award in
London at the Royal Geographical Society - "for efforts to conserve populations of
bats in western Russia
The Award in May of this year was given in 18-th time. Each of the seven finalists
received from the hands of Britain's Princess Anne transparent crystal statue with an
engraved inside the butterfly, and a check for 30,000 pounds, which should go to
development projects of the winners.
Igor Prokofiev, Head of Laboratory Bio-indication and biomonitoring Bryansk
University is Director of the program iBats – the first large-scale Russian project to
monitor populations of bats has managed with the help of volunteers and student
biologists to organize large-scale study and protection of these animals.
Scientists have discovered that bats, which make up almost a quarter of all mammals of
the planet, are a good biological indicator, which show how well the environment is. In
Europe there is a steady downward trend in the number and species diversity of bats.
Already, you need to think about their protection, "says Igor Prokofiev:
“ In the UK there are special laws: you can not just pick up and remove bats from your home, be sure to
obtain a special permit. We are only the beginning, just pay attention to the bats that inhabit the Russian
Federation, we are trying to strengthen their protection and study. They bring a very big favor: kill a huge
number of insect pests of agriculture."
These little creatures are usually in large colonies in trees, in caves. They have such a
perfect sounding system that captures the slightest vibration of the air flow as well as
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dolphins - water. Approximately 10 times per second they are emitted sound ultra-high
frequency, and then accepted as reflected from objects the sound waves. Scanning goal is
incredibly fast processing of data takes a few microseconds. It is the study of bats at one
time marked the beginning of science, bionics and the creation of echolocation devices.
The bats are associated with superstitions. People are afraid and believe in vampires.
Indeed, in the tropics, there are those species that feed on the blood of animals, but in
person they never attack.
The international awards in London are awarded to the best conservation leaders in
different countries. Igor Prokofiev says he found new friends who are also concerned
about the conservation of biodiversity on our planet
"We have practically almost every minute of disappearing any kind on the planet. And as a rule, this is
caused by human activity. That's the same with the bat: if you do not pay attention to them, do not worry,
do not reveal the reasons that adversely affect them, their diversity will decrease. "
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Eco.rian.ru (translated)
20th May 2011
http://eco.rian.ru/ecocartoon/20110512/373255338.html

Bats, fly safely

Russian Igor Prokofiev was awarded the prestigious international Whitley Award for
efforts to conserve populations of bats in western Russia, said the Whitley Fund for
Nature. Prokofiev is the founder and director based in Bryansk Environmental Alliance
of public initiatives "PERESVET, as well as the director of iBats - Russia's first largescale project to monitor populations of bats.
The solemn ceremony of awarding the seven scientists and naturalists from all over the
world on Wednesday evening took place in the famous London Royal Geographical
Society.
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Bryansk City Newspaper (translated)
23rd May 2011
http://bryansk.narodpravda.ru/node/2084
Город
Брянск
B R Y A N S K . N A R O D P R A V D A . R U
Bryansk scientist was awarded at the Royal Geographical Society
Bryansk State University Associate Professor Igor
Prokofiev won an international award,Whitley
Award, at London's Royal Geographical Society for
his efforts to conserve populations of bats in
western Russia. "

The Award in May of this year was given in 18-th time. Established by the British
Whitley Fund for Nature, it is a major British international award for those involved in
the conservation of wildlife in different countries.
The solemn ceremony of awarding the seven scientists and naturalists from all over the
world tooks place at London Royal Geographical Society. Each of the finalists received
from the hands of Britain's Princess Anne transparent crystal statue with an engraved
inside the butterfly, and a check for 30,000 pounds, which should go to development
projects of the winners.
Igor Prokofiev, Head of Laboratory Bio-indication and biomonitoring Bryansk
University. "The award to Dr. Prokofiev was for his efforts to mobilize many volunteers
to count the number of bats that live in western Russia, the observations of those where
they sleep and eat, as well as public awareness and to develop recommendations for the
protection of bats for landowners and local authorities was the justification for his
award” said WFN
Scientists have discovered that bats, which make up almost a quarter of all mammals of
the planet, are a good biological indicator, which shows how well the environment is. In
Europe there is a steady downward trend in the number and species diversity of bats.
According to Igor Prokofiev, they now need to think about their protection.
"In the UK there are special laws: you can not just pick up and remove bats from your
home, be sure to obtain a special permit. We are only the beginning, just pay attention to
the bats that inhabit the Russian Federation, are trying to strengthen their protection and
study. They are bring a very big favor: kill a huge number of insects, pests of agriculture"
says the Bryansk scientist.
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Newsletter of the Bryansk State University (translated)
25th May 2011
http://www.brgu.ru/news/2011/05/25/263.html

Assistant professor of zoology and anatomy Igor Prokofiev
awarded the prize the British Royal Geographic Society

In accordance with the decision of the Whitley Fund for Nature, assistant professor of
zoology and anatomy of the natural-geographical faculty of the University Igor Prokofiev
was awarded the prize "for efforts to conserve populations of bats in western Russia."
This year's finalists were seven participants who had received from the hands of Britain's
Princess Anne crystal statuette. Among the finalists were from Argentina, Croatia, India,
Indonesia.
Currently, Igor Prokofiev manages laboratory bioindication and biomonitoring
University, conducts teaching in the department of zoology. He directs the program iBats
- Russia's first large-scale project on monitoring populations of bats.
Unfortunately, there is a recent tendency to reduce the number and species diversity of
bats. As noted by the Igor Prokofiev, "we are only the beginning, just pay attention to the
bats that inhabit the Russian Federation, we are trying to strengthen their protection and
study. They bring a very big favor: kill a huge number of insects, pests of agriculture. "
Rectorate of the University and the team of natural-geographical faculty congratulate the
young scholar with a well-deserved award and wish them further success in scientific
work.

121

Bats Birds Yard.com
1st June 2011
http://www.batsbirdsyard.com/newsletter-july11.html

Conserving Russia's Bats
A pioneering Russian biologist who founded his country's first community-led
conservation movement for bats is being recognized with a 2011 Whitley Award - a top
conservation honor that carries a prize of $48,550.
Igor Prokofyev, founder and director of the Grassroots Alliance PERESVET in Western
Russia, received one of seven Whitley Awards from the United Kingdom-based Whitley
Fund for Nature (WFN). Prokofyev, WFN notes, is leading unprecedented efforts to
conserve Russia's long-ignored bats.
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Newsletter of the International Independent Ecological and Political University
(translated)
17th May 2011
http://www.rus-stat.ru/index.php?vid=5&id=157&ids=5291

Environmentalist of Russia Igor Prokofiev was awarded the prestigious
international award " Whitley Award "
The prize was awarded to a scientist's efforts to maintain the population of bats in
western Russia. Prokofiev is the founder and director based of the Grassroots Alliance
PERESVET in Western Russia and director of iBats - one of the first large-scale project
to monitor bat populations in Russia. The laureate will receive 30 thousand pounds on
the development of the project.
.
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Rosieshadowshoe.posterous.com
5th June 2011
http://rosieshadowshoe.posterous.com/?page=3

A pioneering Russian biologist who founded his country's
first community-led conservation movement for bats is
being recognized with a 2011 Whitley Award – a top
conservation honor that carries a prize of $48,550.
Igor Prokofyev, founder and director of the Grassroots
Alliance PERESVET in Western Russia, received one of
seven Whitley Awards from the United Kingdom-based
Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN).
Prokofyev, WFN
notes, is leading unprecedented efforts to conserve
Russia's long-ignored bats. Precise information is scarce,
but many of Russia's more than 35 bat species are in
decline, largely because of deforestation, pollution and habitat loss. PERESVET, based in
Bryansk, is a coalition of varied stakeholders dedicated to solving community problems,
with special attention to biodiversity.
Prokofyev turned his attention to bats in 2008 when he realized that, despite their
importance to the region's ecology and economy, Western Russia had no program for
studying or conserving their populations. "Bats are very useful animals because they kill
so many insect pests," he said. "This is crucial for agriculture and very important for local
farmers"
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Among other activities, Prokofyev is Coordinator of iBats Russia, the country's first
large-scale monitoring program for bats. Developed as a citizen-science program by the
United Kingdom's Bat Conservation Trust and The Zoological Society of London, the
model is spreading around the world.
Working with local volunteers, the PERESVET project is using bat detectors (which
collect bat echolocation calls) to record and identify the different species found around
the community. With strong interest in the initial acoustic surveys, Prokofyev is now
expanding the program throughout Western Russia with a network of volunteers. The
effort is building a real commitment to conservation among the volunteers, while the data
will be used to develop recommendations for future bat-conservation guidelines.
Expanding the program also includes creation of Bat Conservation Russia, the nation's
first nonprofit focused on bats. An alliance of scientists, community groups and other
non-government organizations, it is designed to strengthen cooperation for bat
conservation throughout Russia. Wide-ranging education and outreach are producing
noticeable changes in attitudes about bats, as schools form "Bat Friends Clubs" and at
least one village has successfully opposed forest clearing that would have destroyed
important bat habitat.
The Whitley Awards honor "some of the world's most dynamic grassroots conservation
leaders" and support projects that "have long-lasting impacts and aim to fully include
local communities in wildlife and habitat conservation." Princess Anne presented the
awards in London.
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Luis Rivera
ARGENTINA

Threatened parrots as flagships for Southern Yungas forests,
Bolivia and Argentina

______________________________________________________

Winner of The Whitley Award donated by
The William Brake Charitable Trust

______________________________________________________
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FURTHER MEDIA COVERAGE ACHIEVED

In addition to the following coverage:
PRESS
Luis had leading articles in the following newspapers:
 El Tribuno Juju, daily national newpaper, Jujuy edition – 13th & 27th May
 Clarin, daily national newspaper (largest newspaper in Argentina) – 12th May
 Pregon, daily newspaper, Jujuy – 13th May

WEBSITES
Luis’s film has been shown on many websites including:
 Youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NhSBOn1kNFg

 WittySparks.com
videos.wittysparks.com/id/2835942899/

 CitiMates.com
http://video.citimates.com/view?id=2917725086&channel=Telegraph%20TV&a
= Luis%20Rivera%20wins%20Whitley%20Award%20

 Dailymotion.com
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xj2y4x_conservation-of-the-yungas-forests
argentina_animals
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Telegraph Newspaper online showing Luis’s film
11th May 2011
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthvideo/8507953/Luis-Rivera-wins-WhitleyAward.html

Luis Rivera wins Whitley Award
Luis Rivera has become one of seven winners of this year's Whitley Fund for
Nature awards. The video below describes his work.
The awards, presented by HRH The Princess Royal and backed by David Attenborough,
reward projects helping communities and projects around the world.
The WFN is an annual competition, first held in 1994. In the 18 years since the
organisation began, it has given grants worth more than £6m to support the work of
inspirational conservation leaders in 70 countries and built a network of more than 120
Whitley alumni.
Luis Rivera is a biology professor at Jujuy National University and the President of the
CEBio Foundation.
Other Whitley Award winners and their videos:
Dr Rachel T Graham, winner of the Gold prize, is the Director of the Wildlife
Conservation Society’s Gulf and Caribbean Sharks and Rays Programme. The
programme is protecting Belize’s sharks, rays and other ocean giants - a valuable ecotourism attraction but increasingly imperilled by local misconceptions and unsustainable
fishing by other countries.
Jana Bedek is a biologist, caver and President of the Croatian Bio-speleological Society
who is capturing local knowledge to protect both the vast limestone cave systems which
lie beneath the Dinaric Alps, stretching from Italy to Albania, and the many unusual
creatures found there and nowhere else on Earth.
Elena Bykova is Executive Secretary of the Saiga Conservation Alliance and a researcher
with the Institute of Zoology at Uzbekistan’s Academy of Sciences. She is working in the
desert-steppes between the Aral and Caspian Seas on safeguarding the criticallyendangered saiga antelope, including by restoring local pride in traditions associated with
the animal.
128

Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu is the Sumatran-born head of Alam Sehat Lestari (Healthy,
Nature, Everlasting) and a dentist. She is trying to sever the links between poverty, illhealth and ecological damage to the Gunung Palung National Park, in West Kalimantan,
Indonesian Borneo, by letting poor communities ‘pay’ for healthcare by becoming
guardians of the forests where gibbons and orangutans live.
Dr Igor Prokofyev is the director of PERESVET (Grassroots Alliance) and head of biomonitoring at Bryansk University. He is inspiring communities in Western Russia to take
part in the country’s first ever conservation movement for bats and ensuring the region
remains a world-relevant haven for them, despite recent loss of habitat to urban
development.
Dr Ramana Athreya is an associate professor at the Indian Institute of Science Education
and a co-ordinator with Eco-Systems India. He is working on landscape and biodiversity
protection in India’s least populated state: Arunachal Pradesh, by forming conservation
alliances with Himalayan tribes-people.
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Clarin.com (translated)
National Daily Newspaper website, Argentina (largest newspaper in Argentina)
12th May
http://www.clarin.com/sociedad/biologo-argentino-distinguido-protege
5.7 million users

It's Luis Rivera. Jujuy, 41, helps conserve forests and their parrots Yungas.

LUIS RIVERA GETS A WHITLEY AWARD FROM PRINCESS ANNE OF
ENGLAND.
Luis Rivera is a champion defending the Montane forest of Northwestern Argentina. That is the
conclusion of the Whitley Fund for Nature from UK, who awarded him as a leading
conservationist at international level.
In the presence of 350 people at the Royal Geographical Society in London, Rivera received the
award from her Royal Highness Princess Anne. The Biologist was awarded for the way that he
stopped the drastic reduction of parrot numbers and its habitat with the help and commitment
of local communties.
The goal of the Whitley Fund for Nature awards is to identify and reward conservation leaders
that inspire people, said Georgina Domberger, director of the Fund.
After the award ceremony, Rivera spoke to Clarin by phone and said that he felt very happy
because this was a recognition of his work of many years. His motivation started when he was a
child. He was born in San Salvador de Jujuy city and he walked the Xibi-Xibi river. As time went
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by he saw how the montane forests or Yungas shrank due to deforestation. He studied Biology
at the Miguel Lillo Institute in the Tucumán National University, after that he obtained his
master degree in Wildlife Management at Cordoba National University. Currently, he is a
professor at Jujuy National University and is the President of CEBio Foundation.
“Eight years ago we started to develop a Programme to protect the biodiversity of the Montane
forests and we focused our efforts on charismatic species to raise people awareness”, he
remembers. The charismatic species are the Alder Amazon and the Military Macaw, two parrot
species from Northwestern Argentina and Southern Bolivia (from Santa Cruz Department to the
south). Both species are threatened by the massive captures during the past three decades and by
deforestation (more than 60% of the Yungas has been lost).
“The overlaps of effects produced by human activites are responsible of the reduction in parrot
numbers” he said. With both parrot species facing extinction, Rivera and his team- including
Natalia Politi, Diego Regondi, Verónica Miranda, among others, started their work with funds
from Conservation Leadership Programme. They carried out studies to identify parrot
population numbers and to analyze different aspects of their distribution and reproduction. They
work jointly with Bolivian researchers. They realized that it is not enough to have sound
scientific information, but that it is also necessary to have the support and commitment of local
communities to value the parrots and their habitat, as well as local communities cultural heritage.
With this approach they started several activities: a festival with local dance, local food and
photograph exhibition. They boost eco-clubs in schools and authorities from several towns
declared the parrot as protected species.
“The celebratory spirit of the campaign led by Luis” stated Domberger, director of the Whitley
Fund “impressed the panel”.
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El Tribuno.com.ar (translated)
Daily National Newpaper, Argentina, Jujuy edition website
13th May 2011
http://www.eltribuno.info/jujuy/29095-El-impulso-renovado-con-el-gal.galardón
recibidor
Newspaper circulation: 12,400

Professor and award-winning environmentalist Jujuy in London
On Wednesday May 11, 2011, Princess Anne of England presented one of the most
important awards in conservation of nature to jujeño Luis Rivera for his
work on the conservation of parrots and Southern Yungas.
Luis Rivera, a professor at the Faculty of Agricultural Sciences National University of
Jujuy is also president Foundation for the Conservation and Study of Biodiversity
(CEBI).
The professor and environmentalist was given his award infront of a packed auditorium
at the Royal Geographical Society (Sociedad Royal Geographical) in London, England.
The award "Whitley Award" is a tribute to the efforts of conservation leaders who inspire
the rest of the community.
The award recognized Rivera's effort to protect the biodiversity of the Southern Yungas,
by generating awareness among local communities and decision makers about the harm
caused by logging, deforestation and removal of parrots without proper planning.
Project
Luis Rivera began the project eight years ago with the aim of protecting the biodiversity
of the Southern Yungas. It focuses on charismatic animals to arouse people's interest,
and pays special attention to two parrots, the military macaw and the alder amazon.These
two species of parrots live in the Southern Yungas, in mountain forests are distributed
from Santa Cruz de la Sierra in Bolivia to Catamarca, Argentina, on the eastern Andean
foothills. The Southern Yungas host an extraordinary diversity of species, many of which
are found only in these forests and nowhere else on the planet. Unfortunately, the macaw
and and alder amazon parrot are threatened, like many other species that inhabit these
forests. Deforestation and unplanned logging are the main threats to these forests and the
species that live in it.
Scientific information
The team led by Luis Rivera has generated scientific information that has allowed
management guidelines and outline important areas for conservation. In addition, the
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effort to include local communities is what distinguished the work of Rivera and allowed
team that is recognized internationally.
"We must secure the commitment of local communities to value the parrots and their
habitats and their own cultural heritage. The result of the effort is that eight
municipalities and communities have said the alder amazon parrot are protected species
and thousands of children and adults recognize the alder amazon parrot and the need for
its conservation” CEBio said.
The next step of this project is to ensure the preservation of the green macaw and ensure
that the provinces of Jujuy and Salta are declared nature conservation areas for this
species.
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Diario Pregon.com (translated)
Online newspaper from San Salvador de Jujuy, Argentina
13th May 2011
http://www.pregon.com.ar/vernoticia.asp?id=108597#ref108597

Jujeño recibió premio en Londres
Por conservación de la naturaleza

Luis Rivera from Jujuy received The Whitley Award from Princess Anne of England at
the Royal Geographical Society in London. This is one of the most important awards
worldwide related to the conservation of nature and recognizes the efforts of leaders on
these issues.
Luis Rivera is a professor of the Faculty of Agricultural Sciences, National University of
Jujuy and president of the Foundation for the Conservation and Study of Biodiversity
(CEBI) and the distinction was awarded for his work on the conservation of parrots and
Southern Yungas . "The award recognized the efforts of Luis Rivera to protect the
biodiversity of the Southern Yungas, through raising awareness among local communities
and decision makers about the harm caused by logging, deforestation and removal of
parrots without proper planning" , said colleagues yesterday at CEBI Foundation. "
THE WINNING PROJECT
Luis Rivera began the project eight years ago with the aim of protecting the biodiversity
of the Southern Yungas. It focuses on charismatic animals to arouse people's interest,
and pays special attention to two parrots, the military macaw and the alder amazon.These
two species of parrots live in the Southern Yungas, in mountain forests are distributed
from Santa Cruz de la Sierra in Bolivia to Catamarca, Argentina, on the eastern Andean
foothills. "The Southern Yungas host an extraordinary diversity of species, many of
which are found only in these forests and nowhere else on the planet. Unfortunately, the
macaw and and alder amazon parrot are threatened, like many other species that inhabit
these forests. Deforestation and unplanned logging are the main threats to these forests
and the species that live in it ", said CEBI.
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WORKING WITH THE
LOCAL COMMUNITIES
The team led by Luis Rivera has generated scientific information that has allowed
management guidelines and outline important areas for conservation. In addition, the
effort to include local communities is what distinguished the work of Rivera and allowed
team that is recognized internationally.
"We must secure the commitment of local communities to value the parrots and their
habitats and their own cultural heritage. The result of the effort is that eight
municipalities and communities have said the alder amazon parrot are protected species
and thousands of children and adults recognize the alder amazon parrot and the need for
its conservation” they said.
NEW PROJECT
The next step of this project is to ensure the preservation of green macaw and ensure
that the provinces of Jujuy and Salta declared for these species as provincial natural.
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Argentinian Embassy Website
18th May 2011
http://www.argentine-embassy-uk.org/index_eng.shtml

The Argentine Biologist of the Jujuy National University and President of the NGO
CEBIO (Conservation and Study of Biodiversity Foundation), Luis Rivera, has been
awarded on Wednesday 11th May, 2011, the “Whitley Fund for Nature” Award.
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Radio Vision
Juju Radio station
15th May 2011
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Tu Verde.com (translated)
12th May 2011
http://www.tuverde.com/2011/05/argentina-biologo-jujeno-es-premiado-por-trabajaren-la-conservacion-de-los-loros/

Argentina: Jujuy biologist is honored for work in the conservation of parrots

The Whitley Awards, acknowledging initiatives that seek to recognize and inspire
thousands of citizens to act in the environment, yesterday was given to an Argentine as "a
leading international conservationist."
The Awards are run by Whitley Fund for Nature, a UKorganization that decided to
recognize the work of Luis Rivera Jujuy fight alongside local communities in northern
Argentina to prevent further decreasing the population of parrots.
In recent years, this species was greatly reduced due to deforestation and mass trapping
and then sold as pets. As explained in Clarín , according to research by Rivera are only
10, 000 of these birds in Argentina, which congregate in areas of 2 hectares.
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Given the importance of conserving these animals, the biologist began working eight
years ago to protect the biodiversity of the mountain jungles of northwestern Argentina,
focusing particularly on this species.
After conducting several studies to analyze the situation, Rivera began working with local
communities by disseminating information and raising awareness of the need to protect
the parrots. So he organised dance festivals, regional food samples and photographic
exhibitions, and activities for the kids which included brochures, and coloring to a song.
The originality of this work is that not only focused on the investigation but that it was
used as putapié numerous proposals for creative and inclusive. This feature was what
earned him Whitley Fund Prize, the prize giving Princess Anne in the auditorium of the
Royal Geographical Society in London.
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Hoy la Universidad
Hoy University website
18th May 2011
http://www.hoylauniversidad.unc.edu.ar/2011/junio/premian-en-inglaterra
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