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Print

GeographicalMagazine 8 Features Magazine

18 April2016
106,000 readers

WORLDWATCH

Over the generations, my family have
always been involved in conservation. My
great-great-uncle set up Paignton Zoo,
starting with domestic animals, but
importing increasingly exotic ones. Then
my grandfather set up a charitable trust
called the Whitley Animal Protection Trust
in the 1960s - that was always a part of
our lives as we grew up. So the concept
has been in the family for generations.

Conservation has become more
pressing over the last 30 years. When |
set up the Whitley Fund for Nature - the
charity behind the Whitley Awards - in
1993, it was off the back of us wanting to
find and fund the best placed people who
are working in developing countries
where funds are most needed.

What the WFN tries to do is focus on
conservation success stories and the
progress that’s being made. The awards
ceremony is about recognising and
celebrating that - winning those small
battles. In addition to the financial benefit
of winning an award, our winners receive
professional communications training to
turn scientists into ambassadors so
they're able to communicate what they're
doing to the public and to policy makers.

We've now funded 170 conservationists
in 70 different countries. Our first award
winner was in 1994, and the prize value at
that time was £15,000. Over the years it
has increased as more supporters have
joined us; at the moment they're at
£35,000, and we have seven or eight new
Whitley award winners every year. We're
not the only funder, but we're quite a
significant one, and we help them get
more funding. They raise a considerable
amount of money once they’ve won our
award, because we then put them in
contact with other funders and nominate
them for other prizes to help them fund
raise. So the award acts as a stamp of
approval and our funds are leveraged
many times over.

Winning a Whitley Award is partly about
the financial gain, but a lot of it is to do
with the increased profile experienced as
aresult, especially back in a winner’s
home country. If you give a grant it'’s
obviously great, but we thought it would
have more impact if you make it into a
high-profile award. Often a winner’s
picture with our Patron, HRH The
Princess Royal, will appear on the cover
of their local newspaper. It gives them

M A GEOGRAPHER

Edward Whitley

is a conservationist, author,
and founder of the Whitley
Fund for Nature. The 2016
Whitley Awards will be held
on 27 April at the Royal
Geographical Society (with
IBG). For more information,
visit whitleyaward.org

1961 Born in Shrewsbury

1983 Graduated from Oxford

University with an honours

degreein English

1988 Became a trustee of the
“Whitley Animal Protection Trust

1992 Wrote Gerald Durrell's Aty

1984 Launched the first Whitley

Awards ceremony

2013 Awarded an OBE for services

to wildlife conservation

more influence when they're trying to
make policy recommendations, and it
helps build pride in the local communities;
they realise that people overseas care
about what they’re doing.

All our previous winners are eligible for
further funding, so they're not in the
spotlight just once and then never again.
Once we've found them, we stick with
them and invest in them. Very excitingly,
we've just set up a new funding
programme called the Whitley-Segré
Conservation Fund to support past
winners. Every pound we are able to raise
for this programme will be matched by
our Swiss partner, Fondation Segré,
giving supporters the chance to double
their donation for the first time.

We only ever fund local people in their
own countries, we don't believe in
parachuting people in for a short period
of time. You need somebody with local
knowledge of the context in which
they’re working so that what they do is
effective. Somebody who is seen as part
of that community, somebody who's
integrated, that’s how we've seen
successful results in conservation.

Conservation doesn't happen overnight.
Itis a long-term process, and sometimes
the results aren't as quick as you'd like
them to be. Our donors realise this and
are also in it for the long haul, which we
are so grateful to them for. They all feel
very connected, because they're able to
meet the people that they're funding.

It was while writing Gerald Durrell's Army
that | met Claudio Padua, in Brazil. | was
looking at who was doing good and
effective conservation work, people who
had been trained by Gerald Durrell, and
Claudio was one of those people. When |
first went out there it was really just him,
working on the black lion tamarin project.
He won a Whitley Award in 1999 and now
he’s built an NGO called IPE, which
operates multiple projects across the
country, working to conserve tamarins
(which are now in a much better position),
tapirs and giant armadillos to name a few.
Soit’s gone from being something really
small, to something much bigger.

Conservation still needs all the help it
can get. The good news is there are some
fantastic and truly heroic people who are
making a difference in places. Each
victory is one to be really cherished.

April 2016 | 27
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Online

The Telegraph d Online Newspaper, UK
8 May 2016
8,283,000 visitors per month
Incel ebrati on of S90rbirtbdayan atticlédwas prilrlishedrindhe g h 6 s
Telegraph Online with tributes from Edward Whitley, Bill Odie and more.
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/men/thinking _-man/happy-90th-sir-david-
attenboroughtributes-from-kirsty-young-bil/

Che Telearaph

o >
Sir David on the Great Barrier Reef in QueenshfartraliaCREDIT: EPA/AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING
CORPORATION

Edward Whitley, conservationist

Like everyone who has corresponded with Sir David, | imagine that | am not alone in
keeping his letters in a drawer of my desk. They are amongst my most treasured
possessions because they form a direct link to the mamsivhditiulated the intricate

beauty of the world which | hoped to explore and-tkéren | understood the risks to

that worldd inspired my quest to conserve it.

David has been to places | shall never go and he reports back from the outer edge with
matte of fact wonder: oOoWhat nobody ever te

3


http://www.telegraph.co.uk/men/thinking-man/happy-90th-sir-david-attenborough-tributes-from-kirsty-young-bil/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/men/thinking-man/happy-90th-sir-david-attenborough-tributes-from-kirsty-young-bil/

WENe s

his tea, 0ls that they have the most app
make a mental note, and wait for more. David never disappoints.

So the letterstay in my drawed sometimes | reead them for their courtesy, their
generous sentiments, their humour, their wisdom, but also because just holding them is
like holding a lightning conductor to the remote other world spread out far and wide
beyond my owhorizons, where so many places bear his invisible footprints.



WENF e
The Montesogno Campaign

Mungo Tennant, founder of bhtesognpvery kindly designed and creadelimited
edition throw on a Omade to orafterhdingbasi s
inspired by our Amur tiger projegiso n collaboration with Mungo, a number of
scarves and pocket squares were commissioned and sold during the Whitley Awards
Ceremony and online. These were covered byotitiag Hill Post in February this
year, whilghe throw wadeatured in thé&inancial Times (print and online) anthe
HELLO magazine

Financial Times

30 June 2016
2,104,456 daily audience
http://howtospendit.ft.com/philanthropy/108988ontesogndhrow-to-conserve
russiasmurtiger

FINANCIAL TIMES

ruowes f B @

HOME  STYLE  WATCHES & JEWELLERY  TRAVEL  HOUSE&GARDEN  CARS, BIKES & BOATS . VAHTS &GWING

PHILANTHROPY = FOR GOODNESS' SAKE

Montesogno throw

toconserve
Russia’s Amur tiger

A fun design that will help
support the Whitley Fund
for Nature

JUNE 30 2016
: SHARE THIS ON...
"We are passionate about conserving Russia’s endangered Amur tiger and —q u n @
. i A : LS
wanted to produce a fun design for this throw. The psychedelic tones

reflect the dappled light of the jungle” EMAIL THIS

Mungo Tennant, founder of Montesogno

Montesogno Amur Tiger cashmere/merino throw (135¢m x 19ocm), £650; £70
per sale will go to the Whitlev Fund for Nature, which supports Russian
conservation charity the Phoenix Fund (s

. Wiww.montesogno.conl.

v.fundphoenix.org;

Related content


http://howtospendit.ft.com/philanthropy/108983-montesogno-throw-to-conserve-russias-amur-tiger
http://howtospendit.ft.com/philanthropy/108983-montesogno-throw-to-conserve-russias-amur-tiger
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Hello Magazine d Features Magazine

25 April 2016
1,000,000 per month

This Week’s Obsession:

MONTESOGNO
THROWS

My latest discovery is Montesogno’s beautiful
collection of luxury accessories featuring wild-
animal motifs. The supersoft cashmere and
merino wool blankets are a particular
favourite and Montesogno’s commitment to
protecting the endangered species they depict
makes me love them even more. For every
Amur figer throw, £650, Montesogno;  Amur Tiger throw sold, £70 will be donated to the
visit montesogno.com Whitley Fund for Nature conservation charity.

EXCLUSIVE

Ol P
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Notting Hill Post d Local NewsWebsite
10 February 2016
http://nottinghillpost.com/news/gorgeouscarves®n-salefor-localconservation

charity/

&

“NOTTING
HILL POST

2009 = PRESENT,



http://nottinghillpost.com/news/gorgeous-scarves-on-sale-for-local-conservation-charity/
http://nottinghillpost.com/news/gorgeous-scarves-on-sale-for-local-conservation-charity/
http://nottinghillpost.com/





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































